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See  our  new  box 
on  your  box. 

^  Our  brand  new  easy-to-open  packs  will  have 
your  customers  pouring  in! 

^  We're  splashing  out  £750,000  on  a  big  new  TV 
campaign,  starting  in  April. 

*  Not  only  Salts- well  be  tapping  new 
markets  with  updated  packs  of  Radox  Herbal 
Bath  too.  || 

^  Stay  with  Radox  and  you  can  relax  knowing 
we're  No.  1!  - 
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Nicholas-No.l  at  Bathtime 


Benylin 

Fortified  Linctus 
the  formulation  for 
Dry  Coughs 


•  Built  on  the  established  name 
of  Benylin,  your  No.l  choice  for 
cough  relief. 

•  Fortified  with  dextromethor- 
phan hydrobromide  an  effect- 
ive anti-tussivei 

To  alleviate  the  special  prob- 
lems of  the  dry  irritating  cough, 
Benylin  Fortified  Linctus  con- 
tains dextromethorphan  hydro- 
bromide  which  is  a  well 
tolerated  and  effective  anti- 
tussive! 

Benylin  Fortified  Linctus  is 
an  ideal  recommendation  in 
every  pharmacy  for  the  relief 
of  dry  coughs. 


Bem1in,No.l 


Composition:  Each  5  ml.  contains  Diphenhydramine  hydrochloride 
Ph.  Eur.  14  mg;  Dextromethorphan  hydrobromide  B  P  6.5  mg; 
Sodium  citrate  Ph.  Eur.  57  mg;  Menthol  B.P  1.1  mg.  Indications:  For 
the  treatment  of  persistent, dry,  irritated  cough.  Dosage:  Adults:!  wo 
5  ml.  spoonfuls  every  four  hours.  Elderly  (over  65  years). As  for  adults. 
Children  1-5  years.  2.5  ml.  every  four  hours;  6-12 yean:  One  5  ml. 
spoonful  every  four  hours.  4  out ni  indications,  warnings  etc:  Known 


hypersensitivity  to  any  of  the  active  constituents.  Use  with  caution  in 
patients  with  hepatic  dysfunction  May  cause  drowsiness  If  affected, 
the  patient  should  not  drive  or  operate  machinery.  Avoid  alcoholic 
drink.  Occasionally  dizziness  and  gastro-intestinal  upsets.  As  with  any 
other  medicines, care  should  be  taken  in  administration  during 
pregnancy.  Product  licence  no: 0018/01 1 1.  Cost:  125  ml.  x  24 
List  Price  ex  VA1  120  83. 


WARISER 


the  name  people  feel  better  with 

Data  sheet  available  on  request.     I.Rogers,  H.J.  and  Spcctor,R.G.(  19X3)  M.I  M.S.  magazine  1983  pp  53.    Benylin  is  a  trade  mark     R84051.        Mitchell  House.  Southampton  Road.  Eastleigh.  Hants  S05  5RY 
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Wellcome  to  woo  pharmacists  in  national  campaign. 

. .  .at  174  meetings  over  three  months 


XHD'  judicial  review  shortly 

Association  of  Pharmaceutical  Importers  to  act  through  Bomore 
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If  anyone  had  any  lingering 
doubts  that  the  whole  limited  lis* 
idea  has  been  thrown  together  to 
satisfy  an  April  deadline  set  by  the 
Treasury  then  they  must  be  dismissed  this  week. 
Whether  one  approves  of  the  concept  or  not,  the 
way  the  blacklist  and  Amendment  Regulations 
have  been  rushed  through  the  "consultation 
phase"  (a  mere  six  days)  defies  belief. 

Many  of  those  whose  opinion  is  being  sought 
in  such  a  cavalier  manner  serve  voluntarily  on 
their  professional  bodies  and  to  expect  them  to 
rush  to  hurriedly  called  meetings  from  their 
regular  place  of  work,  with  little  or  no  warning,  is 
stretching  the  democratic  process  to  the 
extreme. 

And  then  there  is  the  way  the  blacklist  itself 
has  been  cobbled  together.  The  70-plus 
amendments  required  to  the  draft  speak  volumes 
for  the  care  with  which  it  was  compiled.  One  can 
only  pray  there  are  no  gaping  loopholes  left  to 
complicate  life  further  when  the  Regulations 
become  effective. 

If  the  Government  is  intent  on  restricting 
medicines  available  on  the  NHS,  that  is  its 
prerogative,  but  it  should  not  have  pushed 
through  its  proposal  with  such  blatant  disregard 
for  consultation. 

This  legislative  package  threatens  to  make  it 
a  laughing  stock. 


Wholesaling:  By  the  end  of  this  month,  the  "big 
four"  wholesalers  will  have  shrunk  to  the  "big 
three,"  as  Barclays,  closure  of  their  Newport  and 
Stoke  branches  takes  them  out  of  the  national 
league. 

All  the  remaining  big  boys  should  benefit 
from  extra  business.  Vestric  are  particularly 
well-placed  to  capitalise  on  the  Newport  closure, 
as  they've  just  opened  a  new  warehouse  —  their 
largest  yet  —  in  nearby  Bristol. 

Unichem  will  also  pick  up  new  customers, 
bringing  them  a  little  closer  to  their  goal  of 
serving  "all  independent  pharmacies." 

Another  company  on  the  march,  and  a  name 
we  may  soon  have  to  get  used  to,  is  Allied 
Anthracite  Holdings,  owners  of  Hills 
Pharmaceuticals  and  Mawson  &  Proctor,  whose 
purchase  in  January  of  Herbert  Ferryman  and 
Northern  Pharmaceuticals  set  them  firmly  on  the 
road  to  a  national  network. 

The  picture  may  not  be  quite  so  rosy  for 
Macarthys.  The  baby  of  the  trio,  their  distribution 
sales  of  £222m  in  the  year  to  April  1984  compare 
with  Vestric's  £325m  in  the  12  months  to  June,  and 
Unichem's  preliminary  £368m  for  the  year  as  a 
whole.  Rationalisation  for  Macarthys  is  due  to 
continue  through  into  1986. 

All  this  activity,  and  we've  still 
got  the  effects  of  the  list  to  look 
forward  to! 
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Legal  action  on 
list  by  GPs? 


DHSS  to  restrict 
dispensing  GP  sales 


A  draft  health  circular  on  the 
implementation  of  the  blacklist 
Regulations  laid  before  Parliament 
last  week  says  dispensing  doctors 
may  only  sell  medicines  as  part  of 
the  treatment  of  NHS  patients. 
There  is  also  a  requirement  to  keep 
records  of  sales.  C&D  understands. 

The  circular  is  believed  to  give  support 
to  maintaining  the  status  quo,  and 
emphasises  that  the  Amendment 
Regulations  do  not  allow  for  the 
establishment  of  retail  outlets  for 
medicines  by  dispensing  doctors. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  said  it  would 
withdraw  from  negotiations  on  the  new 
contract  after  a  clause  appeared  in  the 
Amendment  Regulations  allowing 
dispensing  doctors  to  supply  blacklisted 
drugs  to  dispensing  patients. 

The  circular,  which  will  be  mailed  later 
this  month,  says  dispensing  doctors  will  be 
allowed  to  supply  blacklisted  drugs  to 
dispensing  patients  only  as  part  of  NHS 
treatment  of  those  patients.  The  doctor  will 
be  required  to  record  all  sales  on  the 
patient's  treatment  notes,  C&D 
understands,  and  must  be  able  to  establish 
after  the  event  that  he  has  not  been  in 
breach  of  his  terms  of  service. 

The  most  reliable  method  of  doing  this 
is  to  issue  and  retain  a  written  prescription, 
the  circular  recommends,  which  is 
especially  important  if  the  medicine  is  not 
personally  administered.  It  will  be  in 
breach  of  terms  of  service  to  sell  to  other 
than  dispensing  patients. 


Kinnock  forces 
list  debate 

The  limited  list  is  to  be  debated  in 
the  Commons,  and  possibly  the 
Lords,  but  no  dates  have  been  fixed. 

The  National  Health  Service  (General 
Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Services) 
Amendment  Regulations  1985  and  the 
Schedule  to  it  of  blacklist  drugs  were  laid 
on  March  1.  Mr  Neil  Kinnock,  the 
Opposition  leader,  swiftly  tabled  a  motion 
to  annul  the  amendments.  As  "negative 
resolutions"  they  would  otherwise  have 
come  into  effect  automatically  on  April  1. 

Although  the  debate  is  likely  to  cover 


Family  practitioner  committees  are  told 
that  it  is  a  priority  task  for  them  during  the 
coming  year  to  ensure  that  terms  of  service 
are  strictly  observed.  Apart  from  the 
supply  of  medicines  to  dispensing  patients 
the  role  of  the  community  pharmacist 
should  be  left  untouched.  Any  difficulties 
should  be  referred,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  FPC's  dispensing  subcommittee,  the 
circular  says. 

PSNC  was  meeting  with  the  DHSS  on 
Wednesday  as  C&D  went  to  Press.  The 
PSNC  is  understood  to  feel  that  if  the 
guidelines  are  firmly  applied  by  FPCs  they 
will  effectively  restrict  sales  of  medicines 
by  dispensing  GPs. 

PSNC  are  to  press  for  the  reasonable 
period  for  records  to  be  kept  by  dispensing 
doctors  to  be  two  years,  and  that  P  and 
POM  medicines  should  always  be  supplied 
by  the  doctor,  in  conformity  with  the 
Medicines  Act.  Whether  PSNC  decides  to 
return  to  negotiations  on  the  new  contract 
depends  on  the  outcome  of  the  PSNC 
meeting  on  March  12. 

Dr  Michael  Wilson,  chairman  of  the 
General  Medical  Services  Committee,  felt 
the  PSNC  response  to  the  Amendment 
Regulations  was  exaggerated.  "We  have 
not  sought  any  change  that  would 
advantage  or  disadvantage  patients, 
doctors  or  pharmacists.  The  Regulations 
do  no  more  than  maintain  the  status  quo." 

He  is  annoyed,  however,  that  the 
DHSS  has  effectively  allowed  only  three 
days  for  comment  on  the  circular.  The 
circular  will  be  going  out  before  the  new 
Regulations  come  into  effect,  assuming 
they  get  through  Parliament,  he  said. 


the  fine  details  of  the  Regulations,  the  vote 
will  be  a  simple  "yes"  or  "no".  Further 
changes  can  only  be  made  by  introduction 
of  more  amending  legislation. 


■  The  Department  of  Trade  has  asked  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  to  prepare  a 
paper  setting  out  its  case  for  extending  the 
patent  life  of  drugs.  Mr  John  Butcher, 
Under  Secretary  at  the  DTI,  said  in  the 
Commons  last  week  that  drug  patent  life 
involves  consideration  of  the  UK's 
obligations  under  the  European  patent 
convention  as  well  as  domestic  law.  He  is 
seeking  the  opinion  of  the  Government's 
standing  advisory  committee  on  patents 
and  has  asked  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
to  set  out  its  case. 


Doctors'  leaders  were  meeting  on 
Thursday  after  C&D  went  to  Press  to 
decide  whether  to  seek  a  judicial 
review  of  the  Government's 
Amendment  Regulations,  laid 
before  Parliament  last  week  to  give 
effect  to  the  limited  list. 

The  Regulations  were  laid  last  Friday 
with  few  changes  following  the  six  days  m 
which  the  professions  were  given  to 
comment  on  the  proposed  alterations  to 
their  terms  of  service. 

Dr  Michael  Wilson,  chairman  of  the 
General  Medical  Services  Committee,  told 
C&D:  "Our  opposition  to  the  Regulations  is 
still  a  matter  of  principle,  and  we  will  be 
seeking  to  persuade  MPs  that  this 
legislation  is  inappropriate,"  he  said.  It  was 
introducing  a  legal  framework  which 
future  governments  could  add  to. 

"The  list  has  been  amended  so  that  any 
savings  suggested  are  optimistic  at  best. 
What  we  have  been  presented  with  is  a 
bureaucrat's  dream." 

The  GMSC  will  probably  oppose  the 
new  Regulations  along  similar  lines  to  their 
recent  complaint  to  the  European 
Commission  (C&D  February  2),  that  the 
DHSS  has  not  provided  any  objective  and 
verfifiable  criteria  by  which  products  are 
blacklisted  or  details  of  appeals  procedure 
for  new  products. 

Medical  newspapers  have  been  quick 
to  point  to  loopholes  in  the  black  list.  A 
wide  range  of  products  has  been  banned 
by  brand  name,  but  the  generic  names  of 
their  ingredients  do  not  appear  on  the  list. 
A  number  of  amendments  to  the  draft 
blacklist  were  made  to  cover  some  of  these 
oversights  (see  p483). 

The  DHSS  has  acknowledged  that  if  a 
branded  product  is  prescribed  by  its 
generic  ingredients,  in  the  absence  of  a 
generic  equivalent  the  branded 
preparation  can  be  dispensed  and  the 
pharmacist  reimbursed  for  it.  Mr  Alan 
Smith,  PSNC  chief  executive,  told  C&D: 
"If  a  product  is  prescribed  generically  by 
ingredients,  and  none  of  the  ingredients 
are  in  the  blacklist,  then  the  pharmacist 
can  dispense  it." 


■  The  Family  Practitioner  Committees 
(Membership  and  Procedure)  Regulations 
1985  (SI  1985  No  213,  HMSO  £1.75)  make 
provisions  concerning  the  membership 
and  procedure  of  FPCs.  They  cover  the 
length  and  termination  of  office,  eligibility 
for  re-appointment  and  disqualification 
from  membership.  They  come  into  effect 
on  March  21. 
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"But  I  tell  you,  it's  a  seminar  I'm  taking  her  to!" 


Wellcome  woo 

pharmacists 

country-wide 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  plans  to 
hold  174  retail  pharmacy  evenings 
up  and  down  the  country  over  the 
next  three  months,  in  what  it 
describes  as  the  biggest  ever  series 
of  such  meetings  yet  mounted  in 
Britain. 

"We  are  inviting  every  pharmacist  in 
the  independent  retail  sector  to  attend  one 
of  the  events  and  bring  two  of  his  senior 
counter  assistants  with  him,"  says  Mr  Bob 
Grice,  pharmacist  divisional  manager  of 
Wellcome's  consumer  division  at  Crewe. 

The  object  of  the  evenings  is  to 
"educate  and  enthuse"  pharmacists  on  the 
Wellcome  range.  The  emphasis  is  on  the 
OTC  side,  but  the  audience  will  be  split  at 
one  stage  for  pharmacists  to  be  given  a 
briefing  on  POMs. 

The  evenings  were  planned  before  the 
Government  introduced  its  limited  list 
proposals,  says  Mr  Grice.  "We  recognise 

Local  reaction 
to  the  list... 
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we  are  in  partnership  with  retail 
pharmacists,  and  are  intent  on  helping 
them  retain  —  and  indeed  gain  — 
business  from  non-pharmacy  outlets.  Our 
policy  is  to  sustain  a  'professional  only' 
mode  of  operation." 

Invitations  are  being  sent  out  this  week, 
and  the  first  events  take  place  in  Lincoln, 
Manchester  and  Shrewsbury  on  March  18. 


blacklisted  prescription  drugs.  But  there 
are  fears  about  dead  stock  after  April  1 . 
Mr  David  Horbury,  superintendent 
pharmacist  for  Safeway,  says  he  has 
identified  some  400  "common"  products 
which  will  have  to  be  de-stocked  after 
April  1 :  "There's  no  way  we  will  use  them 
all  up  in  a  month",  he  says. 

No-one  is  sure  what  the  effect  on 
business  will  be.  Dr  Yates  thinks  script 
volume  will  probably  go  down  about  10 
per  cent  in  the  first  month  but  then  creep 
back  up  again.  As  for  the  doctors  he 
believes  thay  may  well  trade  up  to  more 
expensive  treatments. 


...ABPI  writes  to 
all  MPs  again 

The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  has 
written  to  all  MPs  over  the  revised 
limited  list  proposals  asking  them  to 
oppose  it. 

In  the  letter  the  ABPI  emphasises  that 
although  the  new  list  would  cause  less 
hardship,  social  and  economic  damage 
would  still  be  done. 

The  blacklist  appears  to  be  designed  to 
confuse  public  debate,  says  the  ABPI.  "It 
includes  products  which  have  never  been 


New  POS  material  will  be  available  for 
pharmacists. 

Mr  Grice  points  out  that  Wellcome 
have  been  doing  a  similar  thing  for  the 
past  five  years,  but  the  present  series  of 
meetings  is  the  most  ambitious  ever 
attempted.  No  evenings  will  be  held  in 
Northern  Ireland,  as  the  Province  is 
covered  from  Dublin. 


supplied  in  any  significant  quantity  (if  at 
all)  through  the  NHS.  That  makes  the 
damaging  restrictions  being  imposed 
harder  to  identify". 

The  ABPI  has  continued  its  advertising 
campaign  with  space  in  the  national  Press 
last  week  and  this.  The  advertisement  has 
the  copy  line  "What  do  you  mean  our 
medicines  are  coming  off  the  NHS... we're 
over  65."  It  will  probably  be  the  last  of  the 
current  campaign,  says  the  ABPI,  as  the 
debate  on  the  limited  list  is  expected 
before  the  Budget  on  March  19. 

□  The  fourth  pharmaceutical  group 
representing  companies  at  a  local  level 
has  been  formally  announced. 

The  North  West  Pharmaceutical 
Group  incorporates  seven  pharmaceutical 
companies  in  the  North  West  of  England. 

The  first  group  to  be  formed  was  the 
Sussex  group,  now  called  the  South  East 
group;  it  began  in  1983. 

The  idea  of  starting  up  local  groups 
was  put  forward  in  1980  by  the  ABPI  when 
reviewing  its  public  relations  activities. 

The  local  groups  are  intended  to 
complement  activities  of  the  ABPI  but  they 
act  independently  and  are  funded  by  their 
members,  separately  from  the  ABPI  itself. 
To  co-ordinate  their  activities  the  ABPI  is 
soon  to  set  a  liaison  group. 

An  ABPI  spokesman  told  C&D  that 
eventually  there  would  be  about  eight  to 
ten  local  groups  in  the  UK. 
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The  limited  list  proposals  are  seen 
by  some  pharmacists  as  an 
opportunity  for  pharmacy  to  prove 
itself.  But  the  approach  to  the 
problem  of  explaining  the  situation 
and  helping  patients  will  be  all 
important. 

C&D  talked  to  some  community 
pharmacists  to  gauge  reaction  to  the  list. 
Most  seem  to  have  accepted  the  principle, 
or  at  least  the  need  to  save  money.  Some, 
like  Mr  Stephen  Yates  from  Grantham, 
Lincolnshire  and  Dr  Keith  Watson,  in 
Sunderland,  believe  the  problem  has  been 
tackled  in  the  wrong  way.  "It's  the  doctors 
who  need  educating,"  says  Dr  Watson, 
who  maintains  that  the  advisory  committee 
on  the  list's  content  should  have  been  at 
least  50  per  cent  pharmacists.  "Doctors  are 
not  the  experts  on  drug  costs." 

All  agree  it  will  be  the  elderly  who  will 
be  most  affected  by  the  list,  either  through 
having  to  change  from  a  preparation  they 
are  happy  with,  clinically  and/or 
psychologically,  or  because  they  will  have 
to  now  pay  for  their  medicines. 

Doctors  are  already  prescribing  from 
the  white  list  in  some  areas  and 
pharmacists  are  running  down  stocks  of 


For  25  years 
the  first  choice  of  doctors 


the  most  effective  way  of  loosening  ear  wax 

CERUMOL  is  also  available  to  customers 
over  the  counter.  When  your  customers  ask  your 
advice  about  'blocked  ears',  you  know  you  can 
recommend  CERUMOL  with  confidence. 

proven  in  practice 


CerumoJ  is  a  trade  mark 


if  Laboratories  for  Applied  Biology  Limited  91  Amhurst  Park  London  N16  5DR. 
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lHD'  judicial 
review  shortly 

The  Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Importers  has  received  the  go- 
ahead  to  seek  a  judicial  review  of 
the  HD  endorsement  scheme 
introduced  by  the  Department  of 
Health  on  January  1 . 

On  Tuesday  in  the  High  Court  Mr 
Justice  Mann  granted  leave  for  Bomore 
Medical  Supplies  Ltd,  acting  on  behalf  of 
the  API,  to  move  for  a  judicial  review  of  the 
action  of  the  Rt  Hon  K.  Clarke  QC,  MP, 

£2m  campaign 
against  heroin 

The  Government  has  launched  a 
£2m  campaign  against  heroin 
abuse  in  newspapers,  television 
and  radio. 

"The  central  thrust  of  the  campaign, 
aimed  at  young  people  at  risk  from  drugs, 
will  take  place  in  April,"  said  Mr  Norman 

Savings  of  £17m 
on  NHS  optics... 

Regulations  aimed  at  saving  £17m 
on  optical  services  were  laid  before 
Parliament  on  Tuesday. 

From  April  1  the  only  people  to  obtain 
NHS  spectacles  will  be  children  under  16, 
students  under  19,  social  security 
claimants  and  those  who  pass  a  means  test. 
They  will  get  them  free  or  at  a  reduced  rate 
using  vouchers  issued  by  the  DHSS. 

Opticians  able 
to  advertise  

Opticians  will  be  able  to  advertise 
from  March  1 1 . 

Publicity  must  be  legal,  decent,  honest 
and  truthful  and  must  not  bring  the 
profession  of  ophthalmic  or  dispensing 
opticians  into  disrepute.  There  must  be  no 
reference  to  the  efficiency  or  facilities  of 
other  registered  opticians,  and  claims 
must  not  be  made  which  cannot  be 
substantiated  or  which  suggest  superiority 
over  any  other  practice  or  business. 

The  changes  are  made  under  the 
General  Optical  Council  (Rules  on 
Publicity)  Order  of  Council  1985  (SI  1985 

Chemist  &  Druggist  9  March  1985 


Minister  for  Health,  which  introduced  the 
high  discount  endorsement  scheme  for 
reimbursement  of  pharmacists  from 
January  1. 

The  application  maintains  that  the  new 
Regulations  amount  to  a  measure  having 
equivalent  effect  to  a  quantitative 
restriction  contrary  to  Article  30  of  the 
Treaty  of  Rome,  in  that  they  discourage 
purchase  of  imported  drugs  from  retail 
chemists. 

The  judge,  in  granting  leave, 
recognised  the  urgency  of  the  applicant's 
case  and  ordered  that  the  hearing  be 
expedited. 

It  is  expected  that  the  case  will  be 
heard  some  time  in  April. 


Fowler,  Secretary  for  Social  Services, 
announcing  the  move. 

Three  leaflets  entitled;  "What  every 
parent  should  know  about  drugs";  "What 
parents  can  do  about  drugs";  and  "Drug 
misuse:  a  basic  briefing",  are  already 
available.  And  two  public  information 
films,  involving  interviews  with  addicts, 
will  be  appearing  on  BBC  and  ITV  shortly. 

Mr  Fowler  said  the  campaign  aimed  to 
"bring  about  a  personal  awareness  of  the 
social  and  health  risks  of  drug  misuse." 


The  cost  of  complex  lenses  and  special 
contact  lenses  available  on  hospital 
prescription  will  also  rise  steeply. 
Ministers  are  determined  to  privatise  the 
whole  optical  service,  according  to  the 
Guardian. 

The  Policy  Studies  Institute  has  said 
exemptions  to  prescription  and  dental 
charges  are  anomalous,  haphazard  and 
need  to  be  reviewed. 

The  prescription  charge  has  risen  by 
355  per  cent  since  1979,  and  is  expected  to 
rise  by  another  25  per  cent  on  April  1  to 
around  £1.95. 


No  203,  HMSO  £0.35)  (See  also  p480). 

Some  opticians  are  deliberately 
obstructing  their  patients'  new  legal  rights 
to  buy  spectacles  on  prescription  from 
unqualified  retailers,  claims  an  article  in 
the  Guardian  this  week. 

Many  patients  are  finding  their 
optician  unwilling  to  hand  over  the  sight 
test  prescription  so  that  they  can  buy 
glasses  elsewhere,  the  article  says. 
Opticians  are  obliged  under  the  terms  of 
their  NHS  contract  to  hand  over  the 
prescription  when  asked  to  do  so. 

The  article  mentions  two  unqualified 
retailers  who  have  been  selling  spectacles 
at  between  one  third  and  half  the  local 
opticians'  average  prices  and  says  that 
patients  have  been  upset  by  the  opticians' 
attitudes  to  handing  over  the  scripts. 


IPU  to  advertise 
pharmacist  role 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union  is 
investigating  the  feasibility  of  a 
national  advertising  campaign  to 
promote  the  role  of  the  pharmacist 
as  an  adviser  on  minor  illnesses. 

The  campaign,  if  it  goes  ahead,  will 
probably  start  in  the  Autumn,  and  follow 
similar  lines  to  that  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  although 
with  a  much  reduced  budget.  "However 
the  Union  is  confident  that  it  may  be  in  a 
position  to  put  together  a  reasonably 
priced  package  which  will  go  some  way 
towards  projecting  the  required  message," 
says  this  month's  IPU  Review. 

Pharmacists  to 
prescribe  Pill? 

Pharmacists  and  nurses  should  be 
able  to  prescribe  the  Pill,  says  Dr 
Mike  Smith,  honorary  chief  medical 
officer  of  the  Family  Planning 
Association. 

Writing  in  a  prescribing  supplement  to 
General  Practitioner,  Dr  Smith  says  that  in 
the  last  ten  years  the  nation  has  become 
fitter  and  Pills  weaker.  He  argues  that 
there  are  no  special  skills  involved  in 
prescribing  the  Pill. 

Dr  Smith  says  he  believes  that  the 
general  nature  of  the  training  of  nurses 
and  pharmacists  would  make  them  "more 
obsessional  about  making  sure  that  all 
necessary  information  is  communicated  to 
the  patient  and  documented". 

CSM  asks  for 
Actif  ed  reports 

Doctors  have  been  asked  to  report 
hallucinations  in  young  children 
thought  to  be  due  to  Actifed  syrup  or 
other  nasal  decongentants. 

The  request  comes  in  the  latest  edition 
of  "Current  Problems"  from  the 
Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines  which 
has  so  far  received  20  reports  of 
hallucinations  in  young  children  who  have 
been  given  Actifed  syrup.  Sixteen  of  the 
reports  were  made  in  1984,  says  the  CSM. 

Wellcome  say  they  are  not  alarmed 
and  have  prepared  an  interim  report 
which  is  to  be  considered  by  the 
Department  of  Health  towards  the  end  of 
this  month. 
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ASTEC 

pharmaceuticals  0562-748288 


ASTEC  are  now  delivering  orders  for  our  full  range  of  top 

quality  generics. 
Use  the  insert  in  this  copy  of  CD.  to  order  today. 
Phone  Tom  White  or  Andrew  ApperlyMps  on  0562-748288 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity  -  Phone  NOW 


ASTEC  MEANS  GENERICS 


21a  Arthur  Drive,  Hoo  Farm  Industrial  Estate,  Kidderminster,  Worcs.  DY11  7RH. 


Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers 


Are  proud  to  be  associated  with  the 
supply  of  top  quality  generics  to 
ASTEC. 

We  wish  ASTEC  every  success  in  the  future. 


H.N.  Norton  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Patman  House,  George  Lane,  South  Woodford,  London  E18  2LY. 


SHE  NEWS  JS  ■  TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS  S 

by  Xrayser 


JIC  1985  sales 
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Black  days  - 
black  pudding 

Ye  Gods!  Have  you  seen  the  size  of  the 
proposed  blacklist?  And  have  you  made 
sense  of  it?  Having  a  deadline  for  getting 
my  column  to  the  Editor,  I  have  been  able 
only  to  dip  into  the  list  so  far,  but  already 
I'm  sure  the  bureaucratic  mmd  has  been 
having  a  field  day. 

For  example,  can  anyone  tell  me  why 
some  suppliers  of  aspirin  have  been  listed 
individually?  Samsbury's  and  the  Co-op 
are  in  there,  but  not  Woolworth  or  Safeway 
—  nor,  for  that  matter,  Boots!  Of  course, 
aspirins  are  white-listed,  but  does  that 
mean  Boots  pharmacies  can  dispense  their 
own,  but  the  Co-op  can't?  I  should  have 
thought  that  a  blanket  prohibition  on 
naming  any  white  list  generics  would  have 
sufficed,  keeping  the  list  shorter  and 
making  life  easier  for  those  of  us  who  will 
have  to  consult  it  often. 

While  on  the  subject  of  aspirin,  I  note 
Claradm  among  the  products  put  beyond 
the  pale,  but  branded  enteric  aspirin  OK. 
Were  I  to  suffer  from  rheumatoid  arthritis,  I 
know  which  I  would  prefer.  The  Secretary 
for  Social  Services  promises  the  NHS  will 
continue  to  provide  medicines  required  to 
meet  the  clinical  needs  of  patients:  it  just 
depends  how  you  define  clinical  need. 

Another  thing  I  can't  understand  is  the 
logic  of  the  hardly-disguised  temporary 
loophole  for  Distalgesic.  The  white  list 
acknowledges  a  formula  for  a  mixture  of 
dextropropoxyphene  and  paracetamol, 
which  just  happens  to  coincide  with  that 
for  the  well-known  brand.  "Pharmacists," 
we  are  told,  "may  supply  an  appropriate 
proprietary  product  until  a  non- 
proprietary preparation  becomes 
available."  And  after  that?  (A  quick  tip  to 
Dista:  knock  out  a  few  "dextro  para" 
rubber  stamps  to  doctors  and  cash  in  while 
you've  got  the  chance.) 

Like  me,  you  have  probably  received 
details  of  the  lists  direct  from  the  DHSS,  as 
well  as  seeing  them  in  the  professional 
Press.  The  covering  letter  plainly  says  that 
dispensing  of  blacklist  products  "will  not 
be  permitted  at  NHS  expense".  What 
never?  Even  if  the  brand  manufacturer 
prices  at  the  same  level  as  the  generic 
suppliers? 

Unless  they  change  the  wording,  and 
thus  prove  me  wrong,  bang  goes  my 
chance  of  using  up  some  of  my  old  brand 
stocks  at  lower  generic  prices.  I  note  that 
Mr  Fowler  still  isn't  keen  to  cover  us  for 
such  losses,  maintaining  that  most  listed 
products  do  not  require  a  prescription. 
Having  seen  the  list  I  must  agree  with  him: 
it's  just  that  the  POMs  tend  to  be  the  ones  of 


which  we  hold  most  stock;  that  customers 
won't  demand  (and  I  won't  be 
counterprescribmg)  the  Ps  and  GSLs,  and 
that  I've  never  even  heard  of  many  of  the 
items  (there's  a  queue  outside  the  shop  for 
some  "tablets  to  formula  B157"  —  be  back 
in  a  mmute). 

Nevertheless,  the  good-hearted  Mr 
Fowler  says  he  is  willing  to  examine  any 
evidence  pharmacists  may  present  on  their 
stockholding.  So  let's  make  sure  he  gets  it! 
Let  me  again  float  my  great  idea  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  should  send  out  stock  sheets  of 
the  black-listed  items.  On  second 
thoughts,  we  could  use  the  Ministry's  own 
bumf  —  I  note  that  they  have  conveniently 
left  a  space  down  the  side  of  the  page 
where  we  can  not  only  fill  in  our  stocks, 
but  add  a  few  rude  comments  of  our  own. 
Foresight,  I  call  it. 

No  chance  of 
white  men? 

Butter  wouldn't  melt  in  their  mouths,  would 
it?  Dispensing  doctors  don't  want  to  turn 
their  surgeries  into  mini-chemists  shops 
("that's  not  what  they  went  into  medicine 
for");  their  medical  records  always  show 
drug,  dosage  and  quantity  (so  no  danger 
in  oral  rather  than  written  scripts  for  their 
dispensing  staff),  and  they  dispense  as  a 
service  to  their  patients  ("not  to  make 
money"). 

Those  are  the  claims  of  the  deputy 
secretary  of  the  General  Services 
Committee,  Dr  P.I.  Enoch,  who  appears  to 
be  living  in  a  different  world  from  me.  No 
sales  other  than  the  few  blacklisted  brands 
required  (presumably)  still  to  meet  the 
clinical  needs  of  their  patients:  IU  believe 
it  if  such  sales  are  not  made.  Unambigious 
records:  then  why  do  I  have  to  keep 
making  'phone  calls  to  my  local  doctors 
(they're  usually  very  grateful,  by  the  way)? 
Not  in  it  for  the  money:  then  why,  during 
the  Clothier  negotiations,  were  many  rural 
communities  threatened  that  they  would 
lose  their  medical  service  if  the  doctor 
could  not  dispense? 

One  new  problem  I  can  see  on  the 
horizon  is  the  little  matter  of  pricing. 
Doctors  will  use  "published  price  lists", 
says  Dr  David  Roberts  of  the  Dispensing 
Doctors  Association  —  I  just  hope  they  will 
recognise  the  difference  between  the  basic 
NHS  price  the  manufacturer  quotes  out  of 
self-interest,  the  maintained  retail  price 
quoted  for  many  non-POMs,  and  the  need 
for  a  dispensing  fee  to  be  added  to  basic 
prices. 

It  could  add  a  whole  new  meaning  to 
doctor-pharmacist  "competition"  if  they 
don't. 
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Pharmacy  managers  and 
pharmacists  get  a  6.5  per  cent 
salary  increase  on  revised  turnover 
bands  in  the  new  minimum  rates  of 
pay  agreed  by  the  Joint  Industrial 
Council  for  Retail  Pharmacy 
(England  and  Wales). 

The  new  rates,  along  with  those  below, 
come  into  effect  on  April  8.  Shop  assistants 
and  juniors  get  rises  of  6.5  per  cent  a  week, 
taking  an  assistant  over  19  from  £69  to 
£73.50  (London  £73.82).  Rates  for 
dispensers  also  rise  by  6.5  per  cent. 

The  annual  holiday  entitlement  is 
increased  to  give  one  extra  day  after  two 
years  service  as  at  March  31.  The  special 
relief  for  those  unable  to  pay  JIC  rates  has 
been  lifted  to  £3,021.  The  working  week 
has  been  reduced  by  one  hour  to  39  hours. 
This  reduction  implements  a  decision 
reached  during  last  year's  settlement. 

Rota  payments  to  pharmacists  have 
been  increased  by  6.5  per  cent  to  £3.73 
per  hour  on  weekdays  and  £8.68  per  hour 
on  Sundays,  half  days  and  customary 
holidays. 

Pharmacists 

Minimum  annual  salary  scales 
Pharmacist  managers  and  manageresses 
Weekly  turnover       London  Provincial 


£ 

£ 

£ 

1,879-2,067 

7,268 

7,170 

2,068-2,272 

7,412 

7,314 

2,273-2,501 

7,561 

7,460 

2,502-2,751 

7,713 

7,608 

2,752-3,027 

7,867 

7,761 

3,028-3,328 

8,025 

7,916 

3,329-3,661 

8,184 

8,074 

3,662-4,027 

8,348 

8,235 

4,028-4,429 

8,515 

8,401 

4,430-4,873 

8,686 

8,568 

4,874-over 

8,860 

8,739 

Pharmacists 

First  year  aft 

er 

registration 

5,384 

5,288 

Second  year  after 

registration 

5,572 

5,477 

Rota:  Weekdays,  £3.73;  Sunday 

s,  half 

days  and  customary  holidays,  £8.68. 

Assistants 

Minimum  weekly  rates  of 

pay 

Dispensing  assistants 

Age 

London 

Provincial 

20 

£80.27 

£79.79 

21 

£82.32 

£81.84 

Shop  assistants 

16 

£47.99 

£47.76 

17 

£55.39 

£55.11 

18 

£62.76 

£62.46 

19 

£73.82 

£73.50 

COUNTERPOINTS 


Sweet  smell  of 
Immac 

Immac  has  been  reformulated  with  a  new 
"rose"  fragrance  which,  says  the 
International  Chemical  Co  masks  the 
unpleasant  chemical  smell. 

To  complement  the  improved  Immac, 
the  range  has  been  redesigned  to  give  a 
"more  feminine"  look.  In  addition,  there 
will  be  a  £500,000  regional  television 
campaign,  featuring  a  brand-new 
commercial,  and  a  major  women's  Press 
campaign.  Featured  magazines  are 
Woman,  Woman  &  Home ,  Woman's 
Realm,  Woman  s  Own,  Woman 's  Weekly, 
19,  Cosmopolitan,  Honey,  True 
Romances,  True  Story,  Woman's  Story, 
My  Guy,  and  Jackie. 

ICC  say  their  advertising  has  been 
specially  targeted  to  get  maximum 
response  from  teenagers  to  grandmothers 
and  they  promise  an  "exciting  schedule  of 
promotion  and  PR  to  help  keep  Immac  at 
the  top  as  depilatory  brand  leader." 
International  Chemical  Co  Ltd,  11 
Chenies  Street,  London  WC1E7ET. 

Denclen  gets 
romantic 

Denclen  is  currently  offering  Mills  &  Boon 
books  with  proofs  of  purchase. 

Consumers  can  get  two  of  the  romantic 
novels  free  with  two  proofs  of  purchase 
from  the  Denclen  100ml  pack  or  three 
from  the  60ml  pack. 

To  endorse  the  brand's  professional 
heritage,  say  Richardson-Vicks,  100,000 
15ml  samples  with  lOp  off  next  purchase 
coupons  are  to  be  distributed  via  16,000 
dental  surgeries  in  the  UK.  Richardson- 
Vicks  Ltd,  Rusham  Park,  Whitehall  Lane , 
Egham,  Surrey  TW20  9NW. 


help  Mencap 

From  March  18  for  eight  weeks, 
pharmacists  buying  Confirm  pregnancy 
test  kits  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
helping  Mencap,  the  charity  for  the 
mentally  handicapped. 

Chefaro  Proprietaries  will  donate  £1 
for  the  first  five  units  ordered  and  £0.50  for 
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each  additional  five  units.  Pharmacists  will 
receive  a  receipt  confirming  the  amount  to 
be  donated,  plus  a  coaster  combining  the 
Confirm  and  Mencap  symbols. 

The  last  time  Chefaro  mounted  a 
similar  promotion,  on  behalf  of  the 
NSPCC,  over  £2,000  was  donated  to  the 
charity.  Chefaro  Proprietaries  Ltd, 
Science  Park,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge 
CB4  4BH. 

Dry  —  like  magic! 

Magic  Dry  nail  spray  (140g,  £2.65;  300g, 
£3.70)  is  now  available  from  Zena 
Cosmetics  (UK).  The  company  say  that 
Magic  Dry,  manufactured  in  Switzerland, 
reduces  the  time  it  takes  a  nail  polish  to  dry 
as  well  as  giving  extra  gloss.  Zena 
Cosmetics  (UK)  Ltd,  5  Harrington  Road, 
London  SW73ES. 


Cystitis  advice 

"Giving  Advice  on  Cystitis"  is  a  booklet 
intended  for  pharmacists,  counter 
assistants  and  other  health  workers  likely 
to  be  asked  about  cystitis. 

Produced  by  the  Sterling  Health 
cystitis  information  service,  the  booklet 
complements  two  others  on  the  subject 
published  last  year. 

The  company  says  its  information 
service  has  been  dealing  with  up  to  2,000 
inquiries  per  month. 

The  booklets  are  free  from:  Sterling 
Cystitis  Information  Service,  Sterling 
Health,  1  Onslow  Street,  Guildford. 


Jo-ba  move  into 
brush  market 

Jo-ba  are  moving  in  a  new  direction  with 
the  launch  of  a  range  of  professional 
styling  brushes  and  combs  from  Comare. 

The  range  comprises:  the  flex-o-brush 
(£2.25)  designed  to  stop  hair  stretching 
and  breaking;  the  8-row  round  brush  for 
styling  long  hair  (£2.95);  small  round 
styler  for  shorter  hair  (£1.50);  7-row 
thermal  brush  for  use  with  a  hair  dryer 
(£1.95);  and  the  handbag-size  cushion 
brush  (£2.25). 

Jo-ba  also  have  seven  Comare  blue 
ribbon  styling  combs  (prices  start  at  £0.79) 
which  the  company  say  are  heat-resistant 
and  super  smooth  to  glide  through  the 
thickest  of  hair. 

Jo-ba  say  that  each  item  in  the  range 
carries  an  unconditional  guarantee. 

Until  the  end  of  the  month,  for  each 
fully-stocked  Comare  stand  ordered,  the 
company  is  offering  the  stand  free, 
together  with  12  Midgi  combs  from  the 
blue  ribbon  range.  Jo-ba  Ltd,  Vincent 
House,  Garman  Road,  London  N17  OUR. 


Hon  on  the  move 

Hon  Laboratories  have  appointed 
Pharmagen  as  sole  UK  distributors  for 
their  products.  Orders  for  Thovaline  and 
Ilonium  should  now  be  sent  to  Pharmagen 
Ltd,  Church  Road,  Perry  Barr, 
Birmingham  B422LD. 


i  PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES! 


APS  generic 
additions 

Digoxin  tablets  62.5mcg  (500,  £1.88  trade) 
and  125mcg  (1,000,  £2.67);  Metronidazole 
tablets  200mg  (250,  £3.30)  and  400mg 
(100,  £4.30),  and  Tamoxifen  citrate  tablets 
lOmg  (30,  £7.50;  250,  £59.35)  and  20mg 
(30,  £11.75)  are  now  available  from 
Approved  Prescription  Services  Ltd, 
Whitclilfe  House,  Whitcliffe  Road, 
Cleckheaton,  West  Yorkshire  BD1 9  3BZ. 


Norgesic  and  Nuelin  in  blisters: 

100-tablet  Norgesic,  Nuelin  SA  250mg, 
Nuelin  and  Nuelin  SA  175mg  are  now  in 


blister  packs.  Norflex,  already  in  a  blister 
pack,  will  undergo  a  slight  change  in 
format  next  month.  Blister  packs  are 
planned  for  Acupan  and  Tambocor  in  the 
late  Spring  or  Summer,  say  Riker 
Laboratories,  1  Morley  Street, 
Loughborough,  Leics  LE11 1EP. 

Beecham  add  plastic  pipettes:  Maxolon 
paediatric  liguid  and  Ampiclox  neonatal 
suspension  presentations  now  have  plastic 
unit  dose  pipettes  instead  of  glass  ones. 
Beecham  Research  Laboratories, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 
Marvelon  in  3X31  pack:  Marvelon  is  now 
presented  in  packs  of  3  x  31  tablets 
because  doctors  usually  prescribe  three 
months  supply  for  new  patients  and  six 
months  for  repeat  prescriptions,  say 
Organon  Laboratories  Ltd,  Cambridge 
Science  Park,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge 
CB44BH. 
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rhey  Trust  Your  Ad  vice  for  Treating  Head  Lice. 
And  with  new  Suleo  Lotions,  compliance 

has  never  been  easier. 


Until  now,  eradication  of  children's 
ce  has  always  been  a  worry  for  mothers, 
hey  believe  the  strong,  pungent  smell  of 
aditional  lotions  is  an  instant  flag  to 
)thers  that  the  family  has  lice.  And 
)ecause  12  hour  contact  was  recom men- 
led,  this  often  resulted  in  extra  laundering 
)f  school  hats  and  pillow  cases. 

But  now,  you  can  be  much  more 
:onfident  of  parental  compliance  with  a 


louse  control  regime  because  International 
Laboratories  have  introduced  Suleo-M 
Lotion  (with  malathion)  and  Suleo-C 
Lotion  (with  carbaryD.This  new  Suleo 
lotion  range  kills  head  lice  and  eggs  in  two 
hours.  After  this  time,  the  patient's  hair 
can  be  washed  with  an  ordinary  sham- 
poo. This  ten  hour  advance  in  speed  of 
treatment  enormously  enhances  the 
prospect  of  full  patient  compliance. 


Suleo-M  and  Suleo-C  Lotions. 
\  Major  Step  Forward  in  Louse  Control. 


Another  Guaranteed  Product  from  International  Laboratories 


Nearly  all  G.Rs  know  Feldene.  Now  there's  something 
new  -  the  Feldene  dispersible  tablet.  Just  seconds  in  water 
and  it's  ready  to  drink.  Providing  rapid  absorption  and 
continuous  relief  of  pain  and  inflammation. 

Rapid  absorption  with  60%  of  the  peak  blood  level 
achieved  within  1  hour.  Continuous  relief  with  effective 
blood  levels  maintained  from  a  single  daily  dose. 


Feldene! 

piroxicam  *1Y,ade  mark  mg 

DISPERSIBLE  TABLETS  ® 


Rapid  absorption  and  continuous  relief  of  pain 
and  inflammation  from  a  single  daily  dose. 

Prescribing  Information:  Indications:  Feldene  is  a  non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory  agent  indicated  for  the  treatment  of  rheumatoid  arthritis,  osteoarthritis,  ankylosing  spondylitis,  acule  gout, 
acute  musculoskeletal  disorders.  Contra-indications:  Active  peptic  ulceration  or  a  history  of  recurrent  ulceration.  Hypersensitivity  to  Feldene.  Patients  in  whom  aspirin  or  other  non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory  drugs  induce  symptoms  of  asthma,  rhinitis  or  urticaria.  Warnings:  The  safety  of  Keldene  during  pregnancy  and  lactation  has  not  yet  been  established.  Dosage  recommenda- 
tions and  indications  for  use  in  children  have  not  yet  been  established.  Side  Effects:  Feldene  is  generally  well  tolerated.  Gastro-intestinal  symptoms  are  the  most  common;  if  peptic  ulceration  or 
gastro-intestinal  bleeding  occurs  Feldene  should  be  withdrawn.  As  with  other  non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory  agents,  oedema,  mainly  ankle  oedema,  has  been  reported  in  a  small  percentage  of 
patients;  the  possibility  ot  precipitation  of  congestive  cardiac  failure  in  elderly  palienls  or  fhose  with  compromised  cardiac  function  should  therefore  be  borne  in  mind.  Various  skin  rashes  have 
been  reported.  Dosage:  In  rheumatoid  arthritis,  osteoarthritis,  ankylosing  spondylitis  -  20mg  as  single  daily  dose;  the  majority  of  patients  will  be  maintained  on  20mg  daily.  Feldene  may  be 
taken  with  food.  In  acute  gout,  start  with  a  single  dose  of  40mg  followed  on  the  next  4-b'  days  with  40mg  daily  in  single  or  divided  doses.  Feldene  is  not  indicated  for  long  term  management  of 
gout.  In  acute  musculoskeletal  disorders,  start  with  a  loading  dose  of  40mg  daily  in  single  or  divided  doses  for  the  first  2  days  For  the  remainder  of  the  7  to  14  day  treatment  period  the  dose 
should  be  reduced  to  20mg  daily.  Feldene  suppositories;  recommended  dose  20mg  once  daily.  Basic  N.H.S.  Cost:  Capsules  lOmg  coded  FEL  10,  pack  of  60  £9  00  IPL0057/0145)  and  capsules 
-    "led  FEL  20,  pack  of  30  £9.00  (PL005  7/OI4R);  dispersible  tablets  lOmg  coded  FEL  10,  pack  of  HO  £9.90  (PL005 7/0240);  dispersible  jfim*. 
>:  !'•>•  20rng  coded  FEL  20.  pack  of  30  £9.90  (PL0O57/O242);  suppositories  :0mg.  pack  of  10  i         I  '1 .0057/0219).  Full  information  on  request.     (Jy^ty  Pfizer  Limited.  Sandwich,  Kent, 
f  lUrug  dispersible  tablets  also  available. 
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% Don't  get  it  wet' 
for  a  Elm  

Schwarzkopf  are  supporting  Corimist  with 
a  £lm  national  television  spend  in  1985. 

The  first  £400,000  burst,  with  the 
"Don't  get  it  wet"  theme,  starts  at  the 
beginning  of  April,  with  a  second  burst 
worth  £600,000  planned  for  the  Autumn. 

Promotional  support  includes  a 
number  of  extra-fill  promotions.  Corimist 
spray  tonic  has  a  25  per  cent  extra-fill,  and 
four  variants  of  shampoo  (beauty  balance, 
balsam,  frequent  wash  and  extra  care)  and 
conditioners  (beauty  balance,  balsam, 
blow  dry  and  extra  care)  will  have  a  50  per 
cent  extra  fill. 

Other  Corimist  extra-fill  promotions 
are  planned  for  later  in  the  year,  say 
Schwarzkopf  Ltd,  PennRoad,  Californian 
Trading  Estate,  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 

Revlon  let  you 
Custom  Eyes 

Custom  Eyes  is  a  range  of  eye  shadow  and 
compacts  that  allows  consumers  to  mix 
and  match  colours  to  suit  moods  and 
fashions,  say  Revlon. 

The  customer  buys  single  pan  refills 
with  applicator  (£1.75)  from  a  choice  of  28 
shades,  and  puts  two  or  three  into  a  black 
and  gold  striped  mirrored  compact  (two 
pan  £2.50,  three  pan  £3.00). 

The  range  will  be  available  towards  the 
end  of  April  with  an  introductory  offer  of 
one  free  eye  shadow  with  the  purchase  of 
any  compact. 

Retailers  will  be  able  to  put  in  a 
minimum  order  covering  all  the  shades 
after  which  the  individual  colours  may  be 
purchased  according  to  sales,  say  Revlon 
International  Corp,  86  Brook  Street, 
London  W1Y2BA. 

Shulton  make 
the  Desert  Flower 

Shulton  are  re-introducing  their  Desert 
Flower  hand  and  body  lotion  in  the  UK, 
discontinued  in  1977  due  to  rationalisation 
of  fragrance  lines. 

There  is  Desert  Flower  for  normal  skin 
and  an  ultra  moisturising  version  with 
cocoa  butter  —  presented  in  250ml 
squeeze-dispenser  bottles. 

Desert  Flower  hand  and  body  lotion 
has  an  introductory  price  of  £0.99  and  will 
later  retail  at  £1.15,  which  makes  it 

Chemist  &  Druggist  9  March  1985 


excellent  value  compared  with  all  other 
major  brands  in  the  marketplace,  say 
Shulton. 

The  hand  and  body  lotion  had  always 
proved  the  top  selling  product  within  the 
range,  says  the  company,  and  in  its  final 
year  was  showing  a  healthy  28%  annual 
sterling  growth  rate. 

"We  have  been  aware  of  a  continuing 
trade  and  consumer  interest  and  demand 
for  the  Desert  Flower  body  lotion.  Now,  as 
part  of  our  marketing  plan  for  the  skin  care 
sector,  we  have  repackaged  it  and  added 
the  new  formulation,"  say  Shulton. 

Desert  Flower  will  be  available 
nationally  through  Shulton  general 
fragrance  division  representatives,  and  is 
supplied  in  a  merchandiser  which  holds  12 
products.  Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd, 
Shulton  House,  Alexandra  Court, 
Wokingham,  Berks  RG11 2SN. 


Level  best 

Mendle  Brothers  have  introduced  a  new 
5ml  medicine  spoon  which  they  say  is  the 
first  in  the  UK  to  comply  to  BSI  3221/6. 

The  measuring  spoon,  in  natural 
polypropylene,  has  a  wedge  shaped  no- 
spill  handle  allowing  the  spoon  to  stand 
level  on  the  table.  A  box  of  250  costs  £3 
(trade).  Mendle  Brothers  Ltd,  Wattstown, 
Porth,  Rhondda,  Mid  Glamorgan. 


Beecham  Proprietary  Medicines  are  in- 
troducing Badedas  shower  gel  (200ml, 
£2.99).  The  packaging  incorporates  a 
sliding  hook,  which  enables  it  to  be  hung 
wherever  convenient,  and  a  non-drip 
closure.  The  shower  gel  comes  in  the 
Badedas  horse-chestnut  fragrance  and  is 
available  in  half-dozen  display  trays. 
Beecham  Proprietaries  Medicines, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD 


Dimotane  has 
teeth  in  mind 

Dimotane  Co  and  Dimotane  Co  paediatric 
have  been  reformulated  using  Lycasin, 
described  as  a  non-cariogenic  sweetener 
(C&D  Coughs  and  Colds  Supplement, 
November  3,  1984). 

Each  5ml  spoonful  of  Dimotane  Co 
now  contains:  brompheniramine  maleate 
2mg;  pseudoephedrine  HC1  30mg,  and 
codeine  phosphate  lOmg  in  a  non- 
cariogenic  base.  It  is  supplied  in  100ml 
(£1.49)  and  200ml  packs  (£2.28). 

Each  5ml  of  Dimotane  Co  paediatric 
contains:  brompheniramine  maleate  2mg, 
pseudoephedrine  HC1  15mg,  and  codeine 
phosphate  3mg  in  a  non-cariogenic  base. 
It  comes  in  100ml  (£1 .39)  and  200ml  packs 
(£2.13). 

Other  products  are  also  due  for 
reformulation,  say  A.H.  Robins  &  Co  Ltd, 
Langhurstwood Road,  Horsham,  West 
Sussex  RH13  5QP. 

Park  offer  free 
wine  with  labels 

Park  Printing,  a  subsidiary  of  Park 
Systems,  are  offering  free  bottles  of  wine 
with  pre-printed  computer  and  typewriter 
labels  ordered  over  the  next  six  months. 

The  offer  is  one  bottle  of  wine  for 
20,000  labels  ordered,  three  bottles  for 
50,000  and  six  bottles  for  100,000  labels. 
Prices  of  labels  (70  x  36mm)  are  from 
£3.25  per  1,000  depending  on  quantity 
ordered.  A  second  colour  costs  10  per 
cent  extra. 

All  new  orders  will  have  a  proof  sent 
for  approval  within  48  hours  of  receipt 
and,  following  approval,  orders  will  be 
dispatched  within  14  days.  A  range  of 
standard  logos  are  available,  although 
customer's  own  designs  can  be 
reproduced  if  required. 

Four  designs  of  carton  patient-safety 
labels  are  also  on  offer  —  3,000  of  each 
design  for  £45  (  +  VAT).  The  normal  price 
is  £4 . 50  per  1 , 000  (minimum  order  5, 000) . 
Park  Printing  Ltd,  17  Gascoyne  Street, 
Liverpool  L3  6BS. 


Linus  granules 

Linus  vitamin  E  granules  (25g,  £1 .98), 
water  soluble  for  taking  with  a  little  milk  or 
with  breakfast  cereal,  are  available  from 
Chatfield  Laboratories,  Rear  of 208  York 
Road,  London  SWU. 
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Rochas'  £%m 
gives  Lumiere 
a  shine 

Rochas  Perfumes  are  putting  £500,000 
support  behind  promotional  activity  for 
their  Lumiere  fragrance. 

A  Renault  5GTL,  decorated  in 
Lumiere  colours,  is  offered  as  first  prize  in 
a  consumer  competition  starting  on  April 
1 .  Second  prize  will  be  a  week's  holiday 
for  two  in  New  York,  and  third  prize  a 
weekend  for  two  in  Paris.  There  will  be 
1,000  consolation  prizes  of  Lumiere  eau  de 
parfum. 

The  competition  marks  the  second 
phase  of  the  launch,  say  Rochas.  During 
April  there  will  be  a  television  campaign 
in  the  major  regions  at  a  level  equal  to  the 
investment  at  the  time  of  the  launch,  the 
company  says.  Colour  pages  will  appear 
in  the  Sunday  Express  and  the  Mail  on 
Sunday  magazines,  plus  a  Press  campaign 
in  women's  magazines  such  as 
Cosmopolitan,  Company  and  Good 
Housekeeping. 

In-store  support  includes  counter  and 
window  displays.  The  car  itself  will  be 
sited  in  50  major  stockists.  Closing  date  for 
competition  entries  is  May  28.  Rochas 
Perfumes  Ltd,  28  Chase  Road,  London. 


Fresh  step  on  TV 
for  Scholl 

A  £1.2m  television  campaign  will  support 
the  national  launch  of  Scholl  Fresh  Step 
insoles  (£0.99)  in  May,  following  a  test  in 
the  Southern  TV  area. 

Scholl  say  they  are  positioning  Fresh 
Step  insoles  as  a  two-layered  comfort 
brand  with  a  fragrance  to  keep  shoes 
fresh.  "The  soft  open  cell  contraction  of  a 


white  latex  layer  ventilates  the  foot  and 
incorporates  a  fungistat  to  help  combat 
infections.  The  rayon  top  cloth  gives  a  soft, 
gentle  feel,"  says  the  company. 

The  insoles  come  in  six  sizes  to  fit 
women's  and  men's  shoes  up  to  size  12. 
Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John  Street, 
London  EC1P1DH. 

Press  support 
for  Pur 

Pur  teats  and  soothers  are  being 
advertised  in  mother  and  baby  magazines 
from  this  month  until  June. 

The  range  of  conventional  and 
orthodontic  teats  and  soothers  are 
available  through  national  chemist 
wholesalers  and  are  claimed  to  offer  up  to 
four  times  the  cash  margin  of  conventional 
products. 

The  range  consists  of  silicone  teats  in 
slow,  fast  and  medium  flow  blister  packed 
singly  (£0.66)  or  in  twin  packs  (£1.24);  a 
silicone  orthodontic  teat  medium  flow  (2, 
£1.49);  polycarbonate,  with  silicone 
nipple,  soother  (£1.09),  and  a 
polycarbonate,  with  silicone  teat, 
orthodontic  soother  (£1.24).  More 
products  are  planned  for  later  this  year. 

Suppliers  LRS  Baby  Products  hope  to 
make  significant  penetration  in  the  UK 
market  this  year.  In  the  USA  £6m  of  the 
product  has  been  sold  since  last 
September,  say  LSR  Baby  Products  (UK) 
Ltd,  Unit  18,  The  Fort  Industrial  Park, 
Dunlop  Way,  Chester  Road,  Birmingham. 


Smell  of  success? 

The  West  European  sales  agency  from 
Aroma  NZ  for  green  lipped  mussel 
powder,  oyster  powder,  paw  paw  powder 
and  venison  blood  has  gone  to  Harbottle 
(Pharmaceuticals)  Ltd,  Seabright  House, 
72  River  Road,  Barking,  Essex  IGU  0DY. 

Peaudouce  on 
Mothers  Day 

So  successful  has  been  Peaudouce's 
Mother's  Day  promotion  that  they  are 
running  it  for  the  fourth  time  this  year. 

Mother's  Day  mothers  are  to  be  offered 
a  free  baby  change  bag  worth  £9.95.  The 
promotion  is  to  be  supported  by  a  £50,000 
advertising  campaign  that  breaks  on 
March  18,  including  full  page  spreads  in 
The  Sun,  Daily  Mirror  and  TV  Times,  say 
Peaudouce  (UK)  Ltd,  Rye  Road, 
Hoddesdon,  Herts  EN  11  0EL. 


Eylure  tempt 
with  Tabac 

Eylure  are  offering  consumer  savings  on 
Tabac  original:  deodorant  spray  (200g)  is 
now  available  at  £3.25,  50p  less  than  the 
mrp  and  anti-perspirant  spray  (150g)  is 
offered  at  £2.40  compared  to  £2.80  mrp. 

Both  promotions  are  featured  via  pack 
crowners  in  displays  of  12  units  each. 
Eylure  Ltd,  Grange  Industrial  Estate, 
Llanlrechla  Way,  Cwymbran,  Gwent. 

Aviance  Spring 
specials 

Chesebrough-Ponds  are  launching  two 
Spring  promotions  to  tie  in  with  Aviance 
and  Aviance  Night  Musk  by  Prince 
Matchabelli  to  maximise  on  peak  Easter 
fragrance  sales. 

Aviance  eau  de  toilette  23ml  spray  will 
be  offered  at  a  price  of  £3.45  —  a  saving  of 
£0.50.  A  display  pack  containing  18 
atomisers  with  pop-up  tags  and  a  display 
header  card  will  be  available  this  month. 

Aviance  Night  Musk  13ml  eau  de 
toilette  atomiser  will  be  promoted  in  a 
limited  edition  form  (£2.50)  packed  in  a 
"luxurious"  pochette  to  reinforce  its  strong 
sensual  evening  image,  says  the  company. 
A  pre-pack  containing  24  atomisers  will  be 
available  complete  with  merchandiser  and 
header  card.  Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd, 
PO  Box  242,  Consort  House,  Victoria 
Street,  Windsor,  Berks. 


Jerome  Russell 

David  Hart  continues  to  distribute  the 
Jerome  Russell  range  in  Central,  North 
and  East  London.  Thomas  Christy  cover 
the  whole  country  for  the  company.  David 
J.  Hart,  2  Cottis  Court,  Epping,  Essex. 
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The  Sanyo  uni-sex  shaver  (£14.99)  has  a 
"mutli-perforate  super-thin  foil  with  26 
cutting  edges"  and  runs  off  two  HP7-size 
batteries.  It  comes  in  a  circular  case  with 
sliding  cover  with  a  cleaning  brush 
incorporated  in  the  carrying  cord,  and 
makes  an  ideal  gift  for  men  or  women,  say 
sole  UK  distributors  Uni-com  Electronics 
Ltd,  Station  Road,  Edenbridge,  Kent  TN8 
6EW. 


Pino  Silvestre  on 
the  road 

Newly  appointed  distributors  of  Pino 
Silvestre,  Colson  &  Kay,  are  launching  an 
above  and  below-the-line  promotional 
campaign  called  "The  Italian  connection" 
for  the  men's  fragrance  range. 

The  Pino  Silvestre  1985  range  includes 
eau  de  cologne,  after  shave,  talc,  soap, 
shower/shampoo  foam,  and  three  special 
gift  packs  —  Father's  Day  gift  pack, 
Summer  travel  trio  (32ml  aftershave,  50ml 
deodrant  spray,  50g  shave  foam  and  a 
Christmas  gift  pack. 

The  Colson  &  Kay  sales  team  are 
inviting  pharmacists  to  a  series  of  trade 
launch  evenings  throughout  the  UK. 

In  March  and  April,  a  Pino  Silvestre 
roadshow  will  tour  the  UK  visiting  over 


thirty  discothegues  in  major  towns.  And  a 
consumer  competition  will  offer  thirty 
holidays  for  two  free.  The  roadshow  will  be 
supported  by  an  advertising  and  PR 
campaign  in  each  town  it  visits. 

During  lune  and  July  the  travel  trio  will 
be  offered  at  a  special  price. 

National  advertising  in  Sunday 
newspapers  will  take  place  in  the  pre- 
Christmas  period  and  half  a  million 
samples  will  be  distributed  say  Colson  & 
Kay  Ltd,  Shentonlield  Road,  Manchester. 

Almay  go  Solo 

The  latest  eye  shadows  from  Almay  are 
frosted  Solo  shades  in  eight  colours  (£365) 
which  join  the  recently-launched  Mixed 
Doubles  selection.  Solo  shades  are 
packaged  in  mirrored  compacts  with  a 
sponge  tip  applicator. 

New  mascara  colours  are  pure  blue 
and  blueberry  in  rich  lash  and  lash 
lengthening  mascara,  and  soft  grey  rich 
lash  mascara  (£3.35,  refill  £2.45). 

Later  in  the  year,  there  will  be  new 
moisture  rich  lipsticks  and  nail  enamel 
shades.  Almay,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough, 
BerksSL14AU. 

Running  well 

Kirby  Warrick  are  planning  radio  and 
Press  advertising  in  the  late  Spring  and 
early  Summer  to  support  their  Tmaderm 
range. 

Advertisements  will  appear  in  the 
Daily  Mirror,  Sun  and  News  ol  the  World. 
Tinaderm  has  seen  a  sales  increase  of  30 
per  cent  during  the  year,  the  company 
claims.  The  success  is  attributed  to  a 
packaging  facelift  and  the  policy  of 
pharmacy  only  distribution.  Kirby- 
Warrick  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Mildenhall, 
Bury  St  Edmunds,  Suffolk  1P28  7 AX. 


Phileas  range 
for  men 

Phileas  is  a  new  fragrance  collection  for 
men  from  Nina  Ricci.  It  comprises  after 
shave  (200ml,  £20;  100ml,  £14;  50ml,  £9), 
eau  de  toilette  (420ml  crystal  bottle,  £55; 
200ml,  £26.75;  100ml,  £17.75;  50ml,  £11; 
100ml  spray,  £19;  100ml  spray  refill,  £13), 
shampoo  and  shower  gel  (200ml,  £6)  and 
soap  (2  by  150g,  £9.50). 

The  fragrance  is  described  as  warm 
and  spicy  with  notes  of  burnt  wood,  wild 
herbs  and  brushwood  on  a  background  of 
cypress,  cedar  and  sandalwood.  It  has 
been  named  after  the  character  created  by 
Jules  Verne  and  the  packaging  carriers  the 
Montgolfier  hot-air  balloon  symbol  based 
on  engravings  recounting  the  first  human 
flight  in  1783. 

The  range  will  be  launched  in  Harrods 
at  the  beginning  of  April  followed  by 
Self  ridges  on  May  1,  then  will  be  available 
to  pharmacies  from  May  13.  It  will  be 
advertised  in  women's  magazines  and 
Sunday  colour  supplements  from  June  and 
a  television  campaign  is  planned  for  the 
end  of  the  year.  Nina  Ricci  (UK)  Ltd,  6 
Brook  Street,  Hanover  Square,  London. 


WHEN  KIDDIES  SCREAM -THE  CRY  IS  FOR  HELP! 


HERE'S  SOMETHING  TO  EASE  THE  PROBLEM  AND  RESTORE  THE  CALM 


MEDISED  suspension, 
containing  paracetamol 
and  promethazine,  is 
especially  formulated  to 
ease  the  problem  of  treating 
mild  to  moderate  pain  in 
children  aged  between  3 
months  and  12  years. 


Medised 

paracetamol  promethazine  HC  I 

suspension 

I  urthei  dL-toils.iv.iil.iblo  on  request 

Martindale  Pharmaceuticals  I  imited 
Chesham  Close,  Romford,  Essex 

\  British  im  nod  comp.in\      VUilis.il  is.i  niii-Jmil Ir.ulen 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Classic  no  2 
from  Unichem 


Unichem's  second  classic  winners 
promotion  runs  from  March  1-30. 

Products  featured  in  the  promotion 
are:  Gillette  Blue  II  fixed  head  and  swivel 
head;  Complan;  Kodak  stock  box; 
Hermesetas;  Imperial  Leather  soap;  Kotex 
Simplicity;  Mentadent  P  toothpaste; 
Recital  colourants,  super  blonde;  Seven 
Seas;  Shaders;  Snugglers;  Soft  'npure 
cotton  wool,  roll,  pleats;  Toners;  Vidal 
Sassoon  shampoo,  remoisturiser  and 
finishing  rinse,  and  Wilkinson  Sword 
double  edge  blades. 

Members  offers  will  also  be  available 
from  March  1-20.  Products  are:  Anadin; 
Batiste  dry  shampoo;  Branslim  original; 
Brut  33  deodorant,  antiperspirant  and 
double  protection;  Libresse  Bodyform; 
Camay  soap  twin  pack;  Chupa  Chups; 
Complete  Care  cream,  lotion;  Cream  Silk 
conditioner;  Gillette  Foamy;  Fresh  &  Dry; 


Gentle  Touch  freshener,  light  moisturiser, 
deep  Cleansing,  face  wash;  Germolene 
ointment  and  suppositories;  Harmony 
colourants;  Hedex;  Interdens  sticks; 
Iodisks;  Kotex  Freedom  towels;  Kwells; 
Lanacane;  Libresse  Pennywise;  Limmits; 
Meggezones;  Halls  mentholyptus, 
blackcurrant,  original,  extra  strong  and 
honey  &  lemon;  Nair;  Naturelle  setting 
gel;  Pampers;  Palmolive  toilet  soaps;  Pin 
up,  end  curl,  full  head;  Poligrip; 
Quickies;  Rinstead  pastilles;  Setlers; 
Slender;  Slender  natural  country  bars; 
Scotties  mansize,  tri  ply;  Sominex;  Special 
recipe;  Timotei  shampoo;  Topol  smokers 
toothpolish;  Vivil  medicated  bags,  tins  and 
sticks;  Vocalzone;  Whistling  pops; 
Wrights  coal  tar  soap,  and  ZR  roll-on. 

Sundries  available  to  March  30  are: 
Sparklet  C  bulbs,  sparkwhip  bulbs; 
Culmak  shaving  brushes;  Wisdom 
toothbrushes;  Cannon  Babysafe  baby 
products;  Salter  bathroom  scales;  Addis 
combs  and  nailbrushes;  Wilkinson  Sword 
scissors;  Tommee  Tippee,  and  Britmarine 
swim  caps.  Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem 
House,  Cox  Lane,  Chessingion,  Surrey. 


Nifty  foot  work 
from  Scholl 


Scholl  have  started  a  "Feet  at  Work" 
Advisory  Service  to  give  advice  on  foot 
care,  both  from  trained  Scholl  staff,  but 
also  top  independent  chiropody 
consultants.  Educational  material 
available  from  the  new  service  includes  a 
free  leaflet  "On  your  feet"  and  a  video 
"The  working  foot"  (£10)  giving  advice  on 
how  to  prevent  problems,  appropriate 
footwear  and  aspects  of  posture  and  safety. 

During  March  —  the  National  Foot 
Health  Month  —  Scholl  will  donate  £5 
from  every  video  sale  to  the  Foot  Health 
Council,  an  independent  charity  that 
promotes  foot  health  to  the  public.  For 
copies  of  the  leaflet,  send  a  stamped 
addressed  envelope  to  Feet  at  Work 
Advisory  Service,  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St 
John  Street,  London  EC1 . 


Sanatogen  get 
it  taped 

Sanatogen  are  giving  away  an  exercise 
cassette  tape  on  the  front  cover  of  the 
April/May  issue  of  Successful  Slimming. 

The  promotion  is  part  of  continuing 
above  and  below  the  line  activities  for 
Sanatogen  this  Spring,  including 
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competitions  in  women's  magazines  and 
the  provincial  Press. 

The  cassette  continues  the  current 
"Shape  up  with  Sanatogen"  theme  and  has 
been  devised  with  exercises  for  a 
14-minute  routine. 

It  explains  the  "important  role"  played 
by  vitamins  in  today's  busy  lifestyle,  and 
features  the  voice  of  Patrick  Mower,  say 
Fisons  Ltd  Pharmaceutical  Division,  12 
Derby  Road,  Loughborough, 
LeicsLEUOBB. 


Haliborange  in 
the  bag 

A  fun  bag  is  being  offered  to  consumers 
with  Farley  Health  Product's  Haliborange. 
The  orange  and  yellow  bag  is  available 


 •  j 

1 

- .  ' 

1 

Satibdmn^c 

for  £2.99.  Details  of  the  offer  are  included 
in  a  leaflet  presented  at  POS  in 
pharmacies,  say  Farley  Health  Products 
Ltd,  TorrLane,  Plymouth  PL3  5UA. 


20% 

EXTRA 


Beecham  Toiletries  are  repeating  their 
added-value  offers  on  Bristow  shampoos 
and  hairsprays.  Bristows  deep-shine 
shampoos  —  flashed  with  33  per  cent  extra 
free  on  a  special  167ml  size  —  are  being 
sold  at  the  price  of  the  regular  125ml.  Also 
available  are  Bristows  hold  and  shine 
hairsprays  —  packed  in  210ml  and  120ml 
cans  flashed  with  20  per  cent  extra  free  — 
at  the  normal  prices  of  the  regular  175ml 
and  100ml  sizes,  respectively.  Beecham 
Proprietaries  Toiletries,  Beecham  House, 
Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex 
TW8  9BD. 


Macarthys  brush 
with  Choice 

Macarthys  have  a  Choice  Grooming 
beauty  brush  stand  holding  make-up 
brushes  of  all  kinds. 

The  stand,  headed  in  blue  and  white,  is 
available  from  depots  and  holds  a  wide 
range  of  brushes  —  24  foam  applicators 
(2,  £0.31),  24  blusher  brushes  (£0.31),  12 
eye  shadow  brushes  (£0.26),  12  lip  brushes 
(£0.26),  12  eye  brow  combs  (£0.31),  and 
36  beauty  brush  sets  (£0.93). 

The  total  trade  price  for  the  complete 
stand  is  £33.45  and  the  srp  gives  a  33 V2  per 
cent  profit  on  return,  say  Macarthys  Ltd, 
Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close, 
Romford,  Essex. 


Honeyrose  go  for 
de-luxe  re-packs 

Honeyrose  natural  de-luxe  brand  is  to  be 
launched  in  a  new  livery  of  yellow  and 
orange  in  line  with  the  re-packaging  last 
year  of  Honeyrose  special  cigarettes. 
Thomas  Christy  Ltd,  North  Lane, 
Aldershot,  Hants. 
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.ast  year,  1 5,000,000  attacks  of  cold  sores  were 
fered.  500,000 1  of  them  were  so  severe,  or  so 
barrassing,  that  patients  sought  treatment  from 
ir  doctor. 

Mow,  there  is  Zovirax  Cream,  an  important 
lievement  of  Wellcome  antiviral  research. 
:iddian  etal2  found  that  treatment  with  Zovirax 
(am  achieved  impressive  results. 
When  treatment  was  begun  before  lesions 
/eloped,  42%  of  lesions  were  suppressed, 
npared  to  only  11%  with  placebo  (P=0.04). 
For  the  best  results,  treatment  with  Zovirax 
jam  should  begin  as  soon  as  possible  during  an 
ack,  preferably  during  the  prodrome,  so  that  the 


.  proportion  of  lesions  effectively  aborting  may 
be  increased  to  a  third  or  more!'2 

With  early  treatment,  the  cold  sores  may  not 

show  their  face. 


'Data  on  file 

2Fiddian,  A.P.  etal.  (1983),  British  Medical  Journal,  286, 1699 

At  the  first  sign  of  a  cold  sore 


ACYCLOVIR 


bribing  Information:  Zovirax  Cream 
jntation 

lovir  5%  w/w  in  a  white  aqueous  cream  base 

tment  of  herpes  simplex  infections  of  the  skin  includ- 
hitial  and  recurrent  genital  herpes  and  herpes  labialis 
ige  and  Administration 

'ax  Cream  is  applied  five  times  daily  at  approximately 
^hourly  intervals  Treatment  should  be  continued  for 


5  days  If  healing  is  not  complete,  treatment  may  be 
continued  for  a  further  5  days  Therapy  should  begin  as 
early  as  possible  after  the  start  of  an  infection,  preferably 
during  the  prodromal  period. 
Contra-indications 

Patients  known  to  be  hypersensitive  to  acyclovir  or 

propylene  glycol. 

Warnings  and  adverse  effects 

Transient  burning  or  stinging  following  application  may 


occur  Erythema  or  mild  drying  and  flaking  of  the  skin 
have  been  reported  in  a  smallproportion  of  patients 
Basic  NHS  cost 

2g  tube  £4.86    10gtube£14  66  .,,  >r,  * 

Product  Licence  No.  PL3/0180 

Further  information  is  available  on  request 

Wellcome  Medical  Division 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe,  Cheshire 


3* 

Wellcoi 


«a=  COT  JNTERPOINTS 


Shock  Waves  to 
hit  consumer 

Wella  have  added  three  products  to  their 
Shock  Waves  range  of  gels,  sprays  and 
accessories. 

Shock  Waves  super  firm  gel  (125ml, 
around  £1 . 15)  complements  the  existing 
wet  gel  but  gives  an  extra  strong  hold  and 
lasting  power  to  the  style,  says  the 
company. 

A  super  strong  spray  (100ml,  around 


£1 .05)  can  be  used  as  a  double-strength 
styling  aid  on  damp  hair  to  create  root  lift 
or  scrunch  dry  styles.  And  for  vertical 
styles  requiring  extra  hold,  it  can  also  be 
used  as  a  finishing  spray,  Wella  say. 

Hard  rock  hairspray  is  now  available  in 
a  250ml  size  can  (around  £1.69)  as  well  as 
the  150ml  size.  Wella  Great  Britain,  Wella 
Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants. 

Bayer  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  14  for 
12  offer  on  Limmits  available  during 
March  {C&D,  February  23)  is  only 
applicable  to  indirect  orders  placed 
through  a  representative. 


Perfect  Cutex 

Chesebrough-Pond's  are  introducing  a 
mid-market  range  called  Perfect  Colour 
by  Cutex.  Cutex  will  no  longer  be  a  brand 
in  its  own  right. 

Perfect  Colour,  consisting  of  make-up 
for  lips,  eyes,  face  and  nails  will  be 
supported  by  a  £2. 5m  advertising  spend 
and  £750,000  below-the-line  campaign. 
Further  details  will  follow  at  the  end  of 
March.  Chesebrough  Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box 
242,  Consort  House,  Victoria  Street, 
Windsor,  Berks  SL4 1EX. 


New  French  look 

Anne  French  deep  cleansing  milk  has 
been  repackaged  in  new  packs  and 
different  sizes  (50ml,  £0.63;  100ml,  £1.04; 
200ml,  £1.52)  from  March  1985.  The 
formula  is  unchanged,  says  the 
International  Chemical  Co.  International 
Chemical  Co  Ltd,  Chenies  Street,  London 
WC1E7ET. 


Carnation  cap  it 

Cuxson  Gerrard  are  offering  two  extra 
wallets  of  Carnation  com  caps  with  every  30 
ordered  during  April.  Cuxson  Gerrard  & 
Co  (Dressings)  Ltd,  26  Fountain  Lane, 
Oldbury,  Warley,  West  Midlands  B69  3BB 


"You  too  can 
build  beautiful 
profits" 


A  bodybuilder  will  spend  up  to  £30 
l  a  week  on  dietary  supplements 
a  And  sports  diets  are  creating  an 
■  interest  with  Britain's  3  million  squash 
W  players,  1.5  million  footballers,  and  an 
ever  increasing  number  of  joggers 
"  Surf  City  has  the  dietary  supplement  range 
to  satisfy  this  growing  market  precisely,  with 
nutritious  quality  formulae  and  sophisticated 
packaging  to  match. 

The  margins  are  excellent  -  especially  for 
such  fast  moving  lines. 

Surf  City  spend  heavily  on  national  ad- 
vertising in  all  the  important  sport  and  fitness 
magazines.  Promotions  include  sponsorship  of 
ma|or  body  building  shows  and  a  stylish  point 
of  sale  package. 

Join  in  the  sport  and  fitness  boom. 
Surf  City  products  will  build  up  your 
business  in  all  the  right  places. 

hob  hi  sun 


For  details  contact  your  English  Grains  representative,  or  call  (0283)  221616  or  write  to 
Surf  City.  E.G.  Marketing.  Swains  Park  Industrial  Estate.  Overseal,  Burton-on-Trent,  Staffordshire.  DE12  6JT 
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ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


G  Grampian 

U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B  Border 

G  Granada 

(Central) 

CCentral 

AAnglia 

YYorkshjre 

CTV  Channel  Islands 

TSW  SouthWest 

HTVWales&West 

LWT  London  Weekend 

TTV  Thames  Televis 

on    TVS  South 

C4  Channel  4 

Bl  TV-am 

TTTyneTees 

Aapri: 
Aspro  Clear: 
Baby  Fresh: 
Bic  Razor: 
Complan: 
Dentu-Hold: 
Farley's  Rusks: 
Japp's  health  salts: 
Johnson  &  Johnson  baby  shampoo: 
Lady  Grecian: 
Migralift: 

Ox  kettle  descaler  &  bath  cleaner: 
Pond's  Gentle  Touch: 
Scholl  Lite  Legs  support  tights: 
Sensodyne  toothpaste: 
Simitab: 
Super  Poligrip: 
Super  Tuff  Odor  Easters: 
Vaseline  petroleum  jelly 
Vantage  own  brand 


All  areas 
All  except  U 
All  areas 
STV,G,Y,C,TTV 
Y,C4 

All  except  STV 
All  areas 
TVS 
All  areas 
G,Y,C,TT 
Y,C4,(y) 
TTV 
All  areas 
STV,Y,TT 
All  areas 
All  areas 
All  except  STV 
A 
Bt 

STV,C,HTV,C4,Bt 


Vita-Fiber:  All  areas,  C4  (A,TVS) 

Wella  Colour  Confidence:  All  areas 
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Hair  Decorations  and 
Hair  Care  Products 


jv  hah 


tip 


i 


.jaw  y  ^  y 


I 
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Little  Miss  Muffet. 

The  success  story  in 
childrens  hair 
decorations. 

Available  carded  or  as 
transparent  strip 
presentation. 

The  choice  is  yours. 


The  Ravina  Collection 

Celeste  &  Little  Miss  Muffet 
combined  on  the  same  display 
unit,  to  give  maximum  sales  from 
minimum  space. 

The  Wall  Unit,  available  with  and 
without  storage  basket.  Card  and 
strip  presentation  for  Miss  Muffet. 

Free  Standing  rotary  unit  -  two 
sizes  available,  both  with  storage 
bases.  Card  and  strip  presentation 
for  Miss  Muffet. 

Make  your  choice,  and  remember 
that  whichever  unit  you  choose,  it's 
delivered  ready  dressed  with  all 
products  prepriced. 


Contact  your  Sundries  Wholesaler 
for  full  details  of  the  Ravina  Collection 
of  Hair  Decorations  &  Hair  Care  Products 
Ravina  Ltd,  Rooksley,  Milton  Keynes  MK13  8PB 
Telephone:  Milton  Keynes  (0908)  665577 


THEY  STAND 
ALONE! 


counterpoints: 


Toiletry  sales 
boom  to  slow? 


Demand  for  cosmetics  and  toiletries  in  the 
year  ending  June  1984  was  "lively",  with 
sales  in  real  terms  up  by  7  per  cent,  says 
the  Silver  Book  in  its  latest  survey  of  the 
market. 

The  report  however,  recommends 
some  caution  as  figures  suggest  that  the 
rate  of  increase  is  slowing.  Advance 
figures  for  the  July  to  September  period 
showed  an  increase  on  the  corresponding 
1983  period  of  4.4  per  cent  —  "barely 
enough  to  offset  price  increases". 

Silver  Book  says  that  the  liveliness  in 
demand  for  the  1983-84  period  lies  in  a 
buoyant  economy  and  in  consumer 
confidence  in  the  future.  It  was  a  year  in 
which  consumer  spending  rose  by  4.3  per 
cent,  and  total  retail  sales  increased  in 
volume  by  5.5  per  cent  peaking  in  the 
October  to  December  quarter. 

Sales  of  cosmetics  and  toiletries  into 
the  UK  trade  during  the  year  were  worth 
£795. 5m  at  rsp  —  an  increase  at  current 
prices  of  1 1 .4  per  cent  on  the  previous 
year.  On  average  prices  rose  by  4.2  per 
cent. 

Of  the  10  categories  surveyed 
deodorants  recorded  the  highest  "real" 
increase  (22  per  cent),  followed  by  hair 
preparations  (13.5  per  cent)  and  skin 
preparations  (9.6  per  cent).  Fragrances 
and  denture  products  failed  to  record  a 
real  increase. 

Advertising  in  the  period  reviewed 
totalled  £118. 25m  —  8.2  per  cent  up. 

Based  on  the  first  nine  months  it  is 
estimated  that  total  sales  of  cosmetics  and 
toiletries  into  the  trade  in  1984  will  be 
£823m  —  an  increase  of  6.9  per  cent  on 
1983.  Over  the  year  prices  will  have  risen 
by  4.5  per  cent.  On  this  basis  the  real 
growth  in  1984  will  be  2.4  per  cent 
compared  with  6.8  per  cent  in  1983. 

Of  the  future  the  report  feels  the 
market  will  be  less  buoyant  particularly  if 
interest  rates  stay  high.  In  1985  total 
disposable  incomes  are  forecast  to  rise  by 
7  per  cent,  prices  are  expected  to  go  up  by 
5.9  per  cent  and  the  percentage  of 
incomes  saved  is  likely  to  remain  the  same. 
"If  total  sales  of  cosmetics  and  toiletries 
grow  by  2  per  cent  in  real  terms  in  1985 
that  is  as  much  as  can  be  expected",  says 
The  Silver  Book,  June  1984.  John  Hogston 
Associated,  23  Golden  Square,  London 
Wl. 


Longbronze  lotion  and  cream  is  now  being 
distributed  by  Network  Management  Ltd, 
3  Union  Court,  9  Sheen  Road,  Richmond, 
Surrey  TW9  IAD. 
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Addis  brush  up 
their  haircare 

Addis  are  launching  a  tortoiseshell-style 
comb  range  and  a  moulded  Quillvent 
brush. 

The  combs,  which  Addis  say  are 
designed  to  suit  all  hair-styles,  come  in 
five  sizes:  5in  pocket  comb  (£0.49),  6in 
pocket  comb  (£0.55),  dressing  comb 
(£0.65),  tail  comb  (£0.55)  and  fashion 
comb  (£0.59).  As  part  of  the  introductory 
offer,  the  "eye-catching  display  unit"  is 
free,  says  the  company. 

The  Quillvent  brush,  in  cherry  red, 
orange,  yellow  and  electric  blue,  retails  at 
£0.75  and  is  available  in  hanging  packs  or 
card  displays  of  24,  as  well  as  in  single 
units.  Addis  say  that  Quillvent  is  the  first  in 
a  series  of  new  product  innovations 
planned  for  their  haircare  range  this 
Spring.  Addis  Ltd,  Brushworks,  Hertiord. 

Jo-ba  after  swim 

Jo-ba  have  added  an  after  swim  shampoo 
to  their  range. 

An  introductory  offer  of  £1.59  is 
flashed  on  pack;  a  saving  of  lOp  on  the 
normal  price  of  £1 .69  for  a  250ml  bottle. 

Women's  Press  advertising  for  the 
brand,  worth  £110,000,  breaks  this  month, 
say  Jo-ba  Ltd,  Vincent  House,  Garman 
Road,  London  N170UR. 

Classical  Estee 

Estee  Lauder  are  introducing  Renutriv  and 
Renutriv  All-day  (long  lasting  formula) 
lipstick  ranges  in  April. 

The  lipsticks  come  in  a  palette  of  24 
shades  (£6  each)  with  a  total  of  32  colours 
—  16  in  each  range.  And  each  lipstick  has 
a  case  in  the  form  of  an  antique,  doric- 
inspired,  column,  say  Estee  Lauder 
Cosmetics  Ltd,  72  Grosvenor  Street, 
London. 


Blue  rinse  for 
Eugene  Ten  Day 

Ashe  Laboratories  have  repackaged  the 
23ml  vials  and  lOOrnl  bottles  of  Eugene 
Ten  Day  set  and  hair  thickener. 

The  pink  colour  of  the  Ten  Day  set 
lotion  has  been  improved  to  give  a 
brighter,  more  intense  colour.  The  bottles 
and  vials  now  feature  turquoise  caps  and 
the  bottles  have  silver  foil  labels  with  pink 
graphics.  The  vials  have  white  lettering  in 
the  new  graphics. 

Eugene  hair  thickener  has  been 
repackaged  to  complement  the  lotion.  The 
23ml  vials  of  both  products  come  in 
display  outers  holding  24  units.  There  will 
be  support  for  both  products  with  a 
number  of  consumer  offers  in  1985,  say 
Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd,  Ashetree  Works, 
Kingston  Road,  Leatherhead,  Surrey 
KT227JZ. 


Jacquelle  have  it 
in  the  bag  

A  new  range  of  lacquelle  toiletry  bags  and 
accessories  is  being  launched  by  Jackel 
International. 

Two  new  styles  of  holdalls  have  been 
introduced:  a  large  zip  top  bag  and  one 
with  a  clip  top  fastening.  The  range 
consisting  of  toilet  bags,  cosmetic  purses, 
showercaps  and  facecloths  is  made  from 
100  per  cent  cotton  and  is  available  in  pale 
blue  floral  print  with  contrasting  blue  trim 
and  pastel  multi  stripe. 

A  new  revolving  display  stand  has 
been  introduced  with  two  trays  plus  hooks. 

The  range  features  a  redesigned  logo. 
It  has  a  pale  blue  background  with 
lacquelle  branding  in  royal  blue  and  a 
portrait  shot  of  a  model.  Jackel  &  Co  Ltd, 
Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth, 
Northumberland  NE24  4RG. 
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Mo.  1  in  Test  Market 

With  55%  share  of  the  OTC  market  in  London,  Aller-eze 
outsold  the  number  two  brand  by  50%. 

Aller-eze  users  confirmed  long-lasting  effective  relief  with  over 
?0%  product  satisfaction  and  a  high  level  of  repeat  purchase. 

Now  for  1985  Aller-eze  goes  national  to  help  relieve  the 
symptoms  of  6.5  million  hay  fever  sufferers. 

¥our  First  Choice  Antihistamine 

\-  High  Efficacy 

Aller-eze  contains  clemastine  hydrogen  fumarate.  Clinical 
studies  involving  over  10,000  patients  show  a  very  high  efficacy 
ate  of  85%.  (0 

J  Munro  Sherriff,  in  his  study,  concluded  "The  results  confirm 
he  findings  of  other  investigators  and  show  that  clemastine  is  an 
;ffective,  safe  and  well-tolerated  antihistamine  for  the 
symptomatic  relief  of  seasonal  hayfever.lt  is  suggested,  therefore, 
hat  clemastine  should  be  considered  as  a  logical  first  choice 
intihistamine"'.  (ii) 


B.  No  Drowsiness  for  90%  of  Users 

Less  than  10%  of  patients  encountered  drowsiness  which  was 
usually  mild  and  transient,  (i) 

C.  £1.6M  National  TV  Campaign 

The  Aller-eze  TV  commercial  graphically  illustrates  those 
distressing  symptoms  of  itchy  watery  eyes,  runny  nose  and 
sneezing.  With  80  spots  in  every  area,  your  customers  will  be 
wanting  the  effective  relief  you  can  offer  with  Aller-eze. 


Your  first  choice  antihistamine 


COUNTER  PRESCRIBING  INFORMATION  PRESENTATION:  Aller-eze  is  available  as  tablets  tn  packs  of  10's  and  50's.  Each  tablet  contains  l.34mg clemastine  hydrogen  fumarate  equivalent  to  I mg  clemastine  base. 

USES:  Principal  action:  Aller-eze  is  a  potent,  specific  annhistamine  which  is  innately  long  acting.  Indications:  Allergic  rhinitis,  including  haytever  and  perrenial  rhinitis,  vasomotor  rhinitis.  Dermatoses,  including  prunus,  atopic  eczema, 

intact  dermanns  and  other  allergic  dermatoses.  Urticaria.  Angioneuronc  oedema  Drug  allergy  RECOMMENDED  DOSE:  Adults  and  children  over  1 2  years:  1  tablet  night  and  morning.  Children  Vo  years:  '/z  abler  night  and  morning. 
I'M  yean:  ViA  tablet  night  and  morning.  Tablets  should  be  taken  with  water  before  meals.  CONTRA- INDICATIONS,  WARNINGS:  Precautions:  As  with  othetannhistammes  patients  should  be  warned  nor  to  rake  charge  of 

hicles  or  machinery  until  the  effect  of  AUer-eze  rrearment  on  the  individual  partem  is  established.  Aller-eze  may  potentiate  the  effects  of  sedatives  and  alcohoL  Aller-eze  should  not  be  given  to  pregnant  or  breast  feeding  mothers  without 
[heir  Doctor's  consent.  Side  Effects:  Aller-eze  does  not  cause  drowsiness  for  90fr  of  users,  tn  those  few  cases  where  it  does  occur  it  is  usually  mild  and  transient  and  lessens  or  disappears  after  two  to  three  days. 
PHARMACEUTICAL  PRECAUTIONS:  Protect  tablets  from  light.  LEGAL  CATEGORY:  [F]  PRICES:  Aller-eze  10's  £1 .10.  30*s  £2.65.  PL  0255/0016. 


0  Data  on  file,  (n>  J.  Munro  Shemff,  Curr.  Med  Res.  Op..  VoL  4-  No.  4.  1976. 


A  detailed  Pharmacist  Information  Guide  is  available  on  request. 


This 
man 
is  no 


longer 


troubled 


pams. 


That's  because  his  customers  aren't. 

Although  many  women  were  suffering 
with  period  pains,  it  was  surprising  how  few 
would  consider  taking  anything  for  them. 

But  now  all  that  is  changing,  because  at 
International  Chemical  Company,  we've 
developed'  Seclodin'. 

Seclodin  contains  Ibuprofen  (200mg), 
which,  as  you  know,  is  probably  the  most 
effective  remedy  for  this  particular  problem 
But,  unlike  other  Ibuprofen- based  pain  relievers, 
Seclodin  comes  in  easy  to  take  capsules. 

Furthermore,  it  is  the  only  one  to  be 
specifically  positioned  to  combat  period  pains 
quickly  and  effectively.  Which  is  why  it'll  be 
in  demand. 

Well  be  telling  your  customers  all  about 
it  with  a  series  of  colour  ads  in  women's  mag' 
amines.  We'll  also  be  running  an  extensive  PR 
campaign,  so  you'd  be  wise  to  stock  up  now. 

Seclodin  is  available  with  a  special  trade 
bonus  from  your  ICC  representative. 


Seclodin 

•  PAIN  RELIEF  FOR  TODAY'S  WOMAN 


24  CAPSULES 


Pain  relief  for  todays  woman. 


Protectionism  in  Europe 
hits  drug  companies 


1 984  has  been  described  as  a  year  of 
protectionism  in  the  European  drug 
market  by  the  BPI  (the  German 
equivalent  of  the  ABPI).  It  cited  a 
variety  of  measures  taken  by 
member  states  of  the  EEC  to  reduce 
drug  costs,  despite  their  supposed 
commitment  to  free  trade. 

Thus  Italy  is  said  to  exclude  newly 
introduced  products  from  state 
reimbursement  schemes,  France  has 
continued  her  strict  pricing  policy, 
Greece  is  building  her  own  state  drug 
industry,  the  UK  has  drawn  up  an 
"unprecedented"  and  "discriminatory" 
limited  list  and  Belgium  has  told  the  EEC 
she  is  unwilling  to  alter  her  method  ol 
reimbursing  the  cost  of  medicines. 

These  measures,  according  to  the  BPI, 
unlike  the  usual  forms  of  protectionism 
which  try  to  insulate  a  national  industry 
from  outside  competition,  are  aimed  at 
covering  national  budgetary  deficits  at  the 
expense  of  the  entire  European  drugs 
industry.  However,  governmental  price 
regulation  in  Italy  has  led  to  a  shortage  of 
some  drugs  and  the  near  collapse  of  the 
country's  pharmaceutical  firms,  many  of 
whom  now  need  state  subsidies  to  survive. 

In  France,  the  BPI  states  that  scarcely 
any  new  world-class  products  have 
emerged  for  years  and  Belgium  has 
become  a  paradise  for  parallel  importers 
selling  to  Germany  and  the  UK. 

It  is  only  a  matter  of  time,  says  the  BPI, 
before  the  states  of  the  EEC  recognise  that 
such  measures  are  always 
counterproductive  in  the  end. 


'Recycling' 
antibiotics 


Leading  antibiotic  specialists, 
Grunenthal,  have  reacted  to 
changed  market  conditions  due  to 
the  cost-saving  measures  of  the 
government  and  health  insurance 
schemes  and  reduced  the  price  of 
their  amoxycillin.  They  have  also 
simultaneously  broadened  their 
range  to  include  doxycycline  and 
co-trimoxazole. 

Grunenthal  took  this  action  after 
discovering  through  a  questionaire  sent  to 
doctors,  that  antibiotics  were  the  group  of 
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drugs  where  the  cheapest  available 
product  would  be  most  readily  prescribed. 
Faced  with  a  choice  of  either  restricting 
their  range  to  expensive,  patent-protected 
specialist  antibiotics  and  thereby 
withdrawing  from  the  more  frequently 
prescribed  market,  or  reducing  prices  and 


creating  a  palette  of  standard  antibiotics 
covering  80  per  cent  of  GP  needs, 
Grunenthal  opted  for  the  latter. 

By  this  means  the  company  hopes  to 
continue  its  high  level  of  research,  while 
apparently  conforming  to  the  law  of 
market  forces  —  price  reduction  through 
competition.  Whether  other  companies 
will  follow  Grunenthal's  example  remains 
to  be  seen  —  as  does  the  forecast  that  such 
action  will  merely  lead  to  a  new  drug 
being  more  expensive. 

More  News  from  Germany  on  p479 


Sell  the  naturally 
better  Multivitamin 

There  is  no  artifieial  flavouring,  colouring  or  sugar  in  Red  Kooga 
Multivitamins  -  only  fine  ingredients,  including  selected  minerals  with 
natural  Vitamin  E. 

So  we  are  telling  your  customers  to  ask  for  the  'more  natural' 
multivitamin  with  a  heavy  advertising  expenditure  in  national 
newspapers  and  magazines. 

Natural,  quality  ingredients  have 
kept  our  famous  Ginseng  Britain's  top- 
selling  brand.  With  our  commitment  to 
quality,  our  well-established  brand 
name  and  our  year-long  national 
advertising  campaign,  Red  Kooga  Multi- 
vitamins will  be  selling  better  than  ever. 

It's  only  natural. 


RED  KOOGA 

7U  House  o^HsaM 


For  details  contact  your  English  Grains  representative,  or  call  (0283)  221616,  or  write  to 
Red  Kooga,  E.G.  Marketing,  Swains  Park  Industrial  Estate,  Park  Road,  Overseal, 
Burton-on-Trent,  Staffordshire.  DE12  6JT. 
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This  is  an  X-ray  of  a  sinus  sufferer. 


3  Sinutab  message 
ich  brings  relief 

:o  so  many. 

Sinus  congestion,  headache  and 
pain  is  a  condition  more  people  now  under- 
stand through  Sinutab's  advertising.  With 
many  thousands  of  sufferers  finding  relief 
from  double  action  Sinutab. 

The  buoyant  sales  of  Sinutab  prove 
how  well  the  product  provides  the  relief  that 
people  need. 

Research  has  shown  that  as 
many  as  20%  of  Sinutab  purchases* 
were  made  by  people  who  previously 
did  not  self-medicate  for  this  con- 
dition, representing  genuine  new 
business  for  the  Pharmacy. 

Many  more  will  receive  the 
message  this  winter  with  over 
£1m  TV  campaign  from  early 
November  right  through  to  end- 
March,  allowing  even  more  of 
your  customers  to  gain  relief 
with  Sinutab. 


Sinutab  clears  the  congestion  and 
relieves  the  pain  quickly. 


Sinutab -fast  relief  from  sinus 
congestion,  headache  and  pain. 


'Independent  research. 
Further  information  is  available  on  request 
Sinutab  is  a  trade  mark.  R84063 


Sinutab  «4 

Clears  nasal  &  sinus  congestion  M 
Relieves  headache  &  pain 


CONTAINS  PARACETAMOL 
PLUS  A  DECONGESTANT 


WARI\ER 
LAMBERT 
HEALTHCARE 


the  name  people  feel  better  with 

Mitchell  House.  Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh,  Hants.  S05  5RY 


Composition:  Each  tablet  contains;  Paracetamol  Ph.  Eur.  500  mg,  Phenylpropanolamine  hydrochloride  B  R  12  5  mg.  Indications:  For  the  relief  of  nasal  and  sinus  congestion  and  associated 
headache  Also  indicated  for  the  relief  of  sinus  pain,  fever  and  congestive  symptoms  associated  with  the  common  cold,  influenza  and  hay-fever  Dosage  Adults  Two  tablets  three  times 
daily  Do  not  exceed  six  tablets  in  any  twenty-four  hour  period  Elderly  (over  65  years)  As  for  adults  Children  Not  recommended  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Contra-indications,  warnings,  etc:  Hypersensitivity  to  any  of  the  constituents.  Should  not  be  used  during  treatment  with  MAOI'sor  for  two  weeks  after  completion  of  therapy.  Not  to  be  used 
during  pregnancy.  Use  only  with  great  caution  in  patients  with  hyperthyroidism,  hypertension,  cardiovascular  dysfunction,  diabetes  mellitusand  impaired  liver  and  kidney  function 
Paracetamol  can  cause  skin  eruptions  and  haematological  reactions  have  been  reported  very  occasionally.  Product  licence  no:  0019/0071.  Cost:  15 's  x  12  List  Price  ex.  VAT  £8.19. 30'sx6 
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KOfor 
leeches? 


According  to  a  recent  symposium  on 
the  leech  and  its  medically  active 
constituents,  the  time  is  not  far  off 
when  the  20,000-30.000  brownish 
green  worms,  used  each  year  for 
medical  purposes  in  West  Germany, 
will  become  unemployed. 

Such  is  the  world  wide  demand,  the 
suppliers  in  Hungary  and  Yugoslavia  will 
probably  not  feel  the  pinch,  despite  a 
report  that  a  team  in  Heidelberg  has 
developed  a  method  to  produce  almost 
unlimited  quantities  of  the  active 
principle,  hirudin,  by  genetic  technology. 
Around  100  years  ago,  Haycraft 
discovered  that  this  substance  was 
responsible  for  the  anticoagulant  effect. 
And  70  years  later,  the  first  preparation 
appeared  on  the  market. 

With  the  prospect  of  plentiful  and 
much  cheaper  supplies  of  hirudin 
becoming  available,  many  experts  are 
predicting  a  bright  future  for  the 
anticoagulant.  Its  allergenic  potential  is 
considered  low  and  no  untoward  effects 
occured  when,  for  the  first  time,  hirudin 
was  injected  intravenously  in  a  dose  of 
8mg.  Until  now,  hirudin  has  generally 
been  applied  in  ointments  but  recently, 
favourable  results  were  reported  by  a 
nephrologist  in  Vienna  who  achieved  a 
reduction  in  incidence  of  shunt 
complications  in  his  dialysis  patients  by 
the  daily  injection  of  hirudin. 


Back  to  the 
pestle 


Drug  manufacture  in  the  pharmacy 
was  undoubtedly  the  most 
controversial  part  of  the  recent 
international  refresher  course  for 
pharmacists. 

The  lecture  given  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Lower  Saxony  Chamber  of 
Pharmacists,  Dr  Gebler,  generated  the 
most  heat.  He  pleaded  for  a  return  to  the 
traditional  role  of  medicines  manufacture 
in  the  dispensary. 

Dr  Gebler  believes  that  only  someone 
who  makes  drug  preparations  himself,  can 
be  considered  competent  to  advise  on 
their  use. 

And  a  pharmacist  who  prepares  his 
own  products  is  building  a  new  image  for 


himself  as  more  than  just  a  drug 
distributor. 

Dr  Gebler  admits  that  the  mam 
problem  is  one  of  quality,  but  insists  that 
there  are  plenty  of  German  National 
Formulary  Products  —  such  as  aspirin, 
codeine  or  diphenhydramine  tablets  or 
capsules  and  glycerin  or  paracetamol 
suppositories,  which  could  easily  be  made 
by  a  pharmacist.  As  to  the  profitability  of 
such  ventures,  he  points  to  the  fact  that  up 
to  100  items  per  day  can  be  made,  by  law, 
in  the  dispensary  without  special 
licensing.  Producing  such  quantities 
could  more  than  pay  for  itself,  he  says. 


An  experiment  carried  out  by  the 
manufacturers  of  a  ginseng- 
multivitamin  preparation  in  12 
healthy  students  of  physical 
education  has  apparently  shown 
that  stamina  was  significantly 
increased  by  7  per  cent  and 
maximal  performance  by  3.4  per 
cent  after  one  month's 
administration. 

In  a  double  blind,  crossover  study,  six 
subjects  received  15ml,  three  times  daily 
and  six  an  identical-tasting  placebo.  After 
four  weeks,  the  treatment  was  switched. 

Analysis  of  results  before  and  after  the 
ginseng  product  showed  that  reduction  in 
heart  rate  occured  during  standardised 
exercise  on  a  bicycle  ergometer,  together 
with  an  increase  in  stroke  volume  and  a  fall 
in  lactate.  Since  the  preparation  contains 


over  11  constituents,  the  agent  responsible 
for  the  improved  stamina  is  not  known. 
This  is  attributed  to  an  effect  on  the  CNS  or 
cardio-pulmonary  systems  or  to  an 
improvement  in  muscle  metabolism. 


Big  bang 
with  TTS 


Press  reports  of  explosions  of 
plasters  containing  nitroglycerin  in 
angina  patients  subjected  to 
resuscitative  electroshock  treatment 
led  the  manufacturers,  Ciba-Geigy, 
to  investigate. 

The  explosions  were  caused  when  the 
electrode  gel  overheated  and  exploded  as 
an  arc  was  produced  between  the 
aluminium  particles  of  the  plaster  backing 
and  the  defibrillator,  rather  than 
nitroglycerin  itself. 

In  one  case  reported  in  the  German 
equivalent  of  BMJ,  a  bang  and 
vapourisation  occured  when  a  shcok  was 
passed  through  a  defibrillator  electrode 
placed  on  the  chest  of  an  elderly  patient 
with  cardiac  arrest.  The  electrode  had 
been  inadvertently  positioned  directly 
over  the  plaster  —  which  became  riddled 
with  holes  —  but  no  injury  occurred  apart 
from  a  reddening  of  the  underlying  skin. 

Plasters  carry  a  warning  that 
defibrillator  electrodes  must  never  be 
placed  in  contact  with  them. 

These  reports  come  from  a  correspondent 
wich  acknowledgements  to  the  German 
pharmaceutical  Press:  Deutsche 
Apotheker  Zeitung  and  Pharmazeutische 
Zeitung. 


Mi  A.D.  Burdon,  MPS  (right)  of  Burdon  of  Hull  Ltd  won  a  week  for  two  in  Monte  Carlo  for 
the  Vantage  Convention,  as  the  first  winner  of  the  Beecham-Vestric  "Monte  Carlo" 
competition.  Mr  Burdon  received  his  tickets  from  Mr  Ray  Milne,  Beecham  sales  manager 
for  the  Hull  area  (left),  and  Mr  Rees  Thomas  of  Vestric  Ltd. 
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PERSONAL  OPINION 


A  short-sighted 
approach? 

Selling  spectacles  is  m«i «  OL-sy  and  can  lead  to  much  aggravation 
from  dissatisfied  cust<  >mers,  says  [an  Hunter,  general  secretary, 
Association  of  Optical  Practitioners. 


"Entering  into  the  optical  field  is  not  the  way 
for  pharmacists  to  improve  their  professional 
image,"  he  told  C&D  in  a  recent  interview.  "I 
believe  that  pharmacists  would  be  demon- 
strating their  professional  responsibilities 
more  by  not  getting  involved  unless  they 
become  properly  trained  and  registered 
opticians  first." 

He  claims  that  his  views  are  not 
prompted  merely  by  fears  that  pharmacists 
will  make  serious  inroads  into  the  opticians' 
business.  Opticians,  he  says,  are  facing 
other  pressures.  But  he  concedes  that  it 
would  be  a  pity  if  anything  disturbed  the 
close  and  friendly  relationship  between  the 
two  professions. 

He  explains  that  there  are  pitfalls  in 
supplying  even  the  most  simple  prescription 
for  spectacles.  If  the  customer  is  not  satisfied 
the  pharmacist  may  find  himself  caught  up 
in  a  dispute  between  patient  and  prescriber 
that  does  nothing  to  enhance  his  own 
reputation.  Doubts  about  a  pharmacist's 
competence  to  dispense  glasses  may  lead  to 
doubts  about  his  ability  to  dispense 
medicines,  and  Mr  Hunter  believes  that  few 
pharmacists  would  want  to  risk  their 
professional  skills  being  questioned  as  a 
result  of  venturing  into  areas  for  which  they 
are  not  professionally  trained. 


'Pharmacists  could  learn  in 
time,  but  could  make 
expensive  mistakes' 


He  gives  examples  of  some  of  the 
problems  that  optical  suppliers  come  across. 
When  supplying  reading  glasses  weaker 
than  5  dioptres,  pharmacists  are  not 
required  by  law  to  check  that  the 
interpupillary  distance  corresponds  with  the 
optical  centre  of  the  lenses.  But  if  the  lenses 
are  not  centred  correctly  the  patient  could 
experience  discomfort  or  even  double 
vision.  Measuring  the  interpupillary 
distance  is  not  just  a  case  of  holding  a  ruler 
in  front  of  the  face;  the  fitter  must  consider 
the  position  of  the  frames  on  the  nose  and  the 
fact  that  the  eyes  may  not  be  the  same 
distance  from  the  nose. 


Sometimes,  although  the  prescription  is 
correct  when  checked  by  focimeter,  the 
patient  may  find  the  spectacles  unaccept- 
able because  of  the  lens  material  used. 
Similarly  a  lens  in  one  frame  might  be 
suitable  while  the  prescription  in  a  larger 
frame  might  not. 

"Adjusting  frames  and  helping  patients 
to  choose  a  frame  that  is  suitable  in  terms  of 
the  dynamics  of  the  fit  is  something  that 
pharmacists  could  learn  in  time  but  they 
could  make  expensive  mistakes  along  the 
way,"  he  says.  "We  will  be  encouraging 
patients  to  make  consumer  complaints 
against  anyone  who  supplies  goods  that  are 
not  of  merchantable  quality.  So,  if  their 
glasses  don't  perform  as  they  should,  patients 
will  have  the  normal  rights  of  financial 
redress  against  suppliers." 

An  Order  coming  into  effect  on  March 
11  will  allow  opticians  to  advertise  (see 
p461). 

The  AOP,  which  represents  the  indivi- 
dual optometrists,  has  a  local  Press 
campaign  ready  to  roll  (C&D  February  9, 
p263),  with  advertisements  encouraging 
people  to  visit  "highly  qualified  professionals 
called  optometrists"  for  a  free  sight  test. 

While  the  larger  companies  can  take 
advantage  of  the  relaxation,  Mr  Hunter 
believes  the  smaller  practices  will  be 
unlikely  to  advertise  in  any  but  the  most 
restrained  fashion,  largely  because  of  the 
cost:  "Advertising  has  to  pay  for  itself  and  in 
the  end  it  will  be  the  customer  who  pays." 

He  does  not  believe  that  increased 
competition  from  unregistered  retailers  will 


bring  down  the  cost  of  glasses.  Instead,  the 
prices  will  rise  from  April  1  when  children 
under  16  and  a  few  other  exempt  categories 
will  be  the  only  people  able  to  obtain  NHS 
spectacles. 

Between  1978-82  the  Government  owed 
optical  contractors  £90  million  in  arrears  and 
so  private  charges  went  up  more  than  they 
might  have  done.  But  in  1983  the  AOP's 
members  reduced  prices  by  20  per  cent. 

"The  irony  of  the  Health  and  Social 
Security  Act  is  that  it  was  introduced  to  bring 
down  the  cost  of  spectacles  yet  at  the  same 
time  it  removed  the  cheapest  spectacles  on 
the  market,"  he  points  out. 

Currently,  80  per  cent  of  people  obtain 
their  glasses  wholly  or  partly  through  the 
NHS,  many  having  NHS  lenses  in  private 
frames.  From  April  1,  NHS  subsidies  will  go 
and  most  people  will  have  to  pay  more,  those 
with  complex  prescriptions  facing  two  or 
threefold  increases.  To  combat  these  rises 
AOP  members  are  introducing  a  range  of 
fashionable  value-for-money  spectacles  with 
prices  as  low  as  £15  a  pair. 

Mr  Hunter  is  not  unduly  worried  about 
the  threat  from  unregistered  traders  because 
there  is  as  yet  no  evidence  of  them  moving 
into  this  area  in  a  big  way.  Nor  does  he 
believe  many  will  survive  more  than  a  couple 
of  years.  In  the  USA,  sales  of  reading  glasses 
through  pharmacies  have  declined 
considerably,  although  manufacturers  claim 
that  the  overall  market  is  booming. 

"The  threat  to  the  optical  profession 
comes  from  within,  rather  than  from  outside," 
he  maintains.  "We  are  starting  to  face  the 
same  sort  of  pressures  that  pharmacy  has 
been  facing  for  many  years.  We  are  seeing 
highly  commercial  operations  which,  even 
though  they  are  run  by  qualified  staff,  are 
practising  in  a  manner  that  makes  one 
question  their  attitudes  to  health  care.  They 


The  threat  to  the  optical 
profession  comes  from 
within' 


are  applying  aggressive  marketing  methods 
which  make  the  public  believe  they  offer 
cheaper  prices  and  a  wider  choice  than 
conventional  opticians,  which  is  not 
necessarily  so.  Worse  still  the  eye 
examination  might  eventually  be  regarded 
as  a  loss  leader. 

"My  underlying  fear  is  that  the  quality  of 
eye  care  will  suffer  and  patients  will  never 
know.  It's  not  the  large  multiples  we're 
worried  about,  rather  the  brash  newcomers. 

"We  must  ensure  that  the  independent 
practitioner  and  the  ethical  multiple  are  able 
to  continue  in  a  way  that  doesn't  endanger 
their  health  care  role." 
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FOR  YOUR 
EYES  ONLY 


Vital  information  for  self-employed  Pharmacists 
and  those  in  a  job  without  a  pension 


How  the  taxman  can  help  you  to 
collect  up  to  £63,000  tax  free  plus 
£18,700ayear  for  life 

-for  as  little  as  £1.00  a  day. 


If  you're  self  -employed  or  in  a  non-pensionable  job, 
you'll  know  only  too  well  that  you'll  have  to  fend  for  your- 
self when  it  comes  to  providing  for  retirement.  And  that 
could  mean  some  interest  from  hard  earned  savings  plus 
the  basic  State  pension  which,  currently,  is  only  £35.80  a 
week,  or  £57.30  if  you're  married.  It  could  be  a  lean  time! 

But  it  need  not  be  if  you  act  now. 

You  can  easily  build  up  very  substantial  extra  retire- 
ment benefits  in  a  simple  and  tax  effective  way-  a  Personal 
Pension  Plan  through  The  Royal  National  Pension  Fund 
for  Nurses. 

Dramatic  Tax  Savings 

Did  you  know  the  Inland  Revenue  will  pay  a  large 
part  of  the  cost-  up  to  60%-  of  your  plan? 

For  each  contribution  paid  the  taxman  will  give  back 
tax  relief  equivalent  to  the  highest  rate  of  tax  you  pay  on 
your  earnings  — and  that  can't  be  bad  for  starters. 


Built-in  Flexibility 


HOW  THE  PLAN  WORKS 

Suppose  you're  a  30%  taxpayer  and  put  £40 
a  month  into  a  plan.  The  taxman  will  hand  back 
£12  in  tax  relief  so  it  will  cost  you  only  £28  to  get 
£40  worth  of  benefits.  That's  a  very  big  saving, 
indeed  —  and  it  will  be  even  greater  if  you're  a  higher 
rated  taxpayer. 

What  you  will  get  for  your  money. 

Let's  say  you're  a  male,  aged  34,  paying  £40 
gross  a  month.  Based  on  current  investment  returns, 
you  can  expect  a  tax  free  lump  sum  at  65  of  £63,000 
plus  an  annual  income  for  life  of  £18,700.  If  you 
pay  tax  at  30%  until  you  retire  your  plan  will  cost 
you  just  over  £10,000  —  less  than  £1.00  a  day. 


The  annual  amount  paid  in  can  be  varied  depending 
on  your  circumstances  and  the  upper  limits  of  contribu  - 
tion  laid  down  by  the  Inland  Revenue.  You  can  pay 
regularly— from  monthly  to  annually— or  make  single 
contributions  as  and  when  your  finances  allow.  Contri- 
butions can  be  increased  or  decreased  at  any  time.  The 
actual  amount  of  benefits  you  will  receive  will  depend, 
of  course,  on  your  age  of  entry,  age  at  retirement,  how 
much  is  invested,  and  the  investment  conditions  in  the 
future. 

RNPFN  —  the  safe  and  profitable  place  to  invest 

A  Personal  Pension  Plan  with  The  Royal  National 
Pension  Fund  for  Nurses  offers  you  an  excellent  return 
on  your  money  plus  complete  peace  of  mind.  We've 
been  in  the  pensions'  business  since  1887  and  presently 
manage  over  £200  million  on  behalf  of  50,000  members. 

Whatever  your  age,  your  current  financial  situation 
or  your  existing  pension  arrangements,  it  makes  good 
sense  to  find  out  more  about  the  RNPFN  plans. 

You  can  start  your  plan  with  an  outlay  of  only  £10 
a  month  or  a  once-off  annual  contribution  of  just  £100, 
which  is  not  a  lot  to  begin  providing  for  a  secure  and 
more  comfortable  retirement.  So  send  for  a  copy  of  our 
booklet  plus  a  free  quotation.  There's  no  obligation,  and 
a  salesman  will  not  pester  you.  Remember,  when  the 
taxman  is  prepared  to  hand  out  money,  it's  a  pity  not  to 
take  advantage  of  it. 

Complete  the  coupon  now,  pop  it  in  an  envelope, 
and  post  it  — without  a  stamp  — to:  The  Royal 
National  Pension  Fund  For  Nurses,  Freepost, 
London  WC2N  6BR. 

Or  telephone  David  Jordan  on  01-839  6785. 


To:  The  Royal  National  Pension  Fund  for  Nurses, 

Please  send  me  without  obligation  your  booklet  on  personal  pensions  and  a  quotation  of  benefits 
Surname  (Miss/Mrs/Ms/Mr)  First  Name(s)  

Address  

Post  Code 


Date  of  Birth 


/19 


Occupation 


Are  you  working  in  a  job  without  a  pension?  (tick  box) 


Yes 


No 


=^PSGB  STATUTORY  COMMITTEE 


Pharmacist  charged  after 
patient  dies 


An  Essex  pharmacist  has  denied  a 
charge  of  professional  misconduct 
following  the  death  of  a  cancer 
sufferer  who  took  medicine  he  had 
dispensed. 

Meeting  in  London  last  week  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Statutory 
Committee  heard  that  a  pathologist  told 
the  inquest  on  Mr  Bert  Hoare  of  Leigh-on- 
Sea,  that  there  was  evidence  of  an  acute 
overdose  of  pethidine. 

Pharmacist  Mr  Wilson  Sokoh  said  he 
felt  "really  sick"  when  the  coroner's 
verdict  linked  Mr  Hoare's  death  to 
pethidine.  "I  am  sure  that  if  my 
instructions  had  been  carried  out,  Mr 
Hoare  would  not  have  had  pethidine 
poisoning,"  he  told  the  Committee. 

Mr  Sokoh  was  pharmacist-manager  of 
Kingswood  Chemists  in  Leigh  Road, 
Leigh-on-Sea,  last  May  when  he  made  up 
a  prescription  for  Mr  Hoare  of  Dundonald 
Drive.  Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for  the  Society, 
said  Mr  Hoare  was  terminally  ill,  suffering 
from  cancer.  Two  days  after  the 
prescription  was  made  up  he  had  died. 

On  the  day  of  his  death  he  had  taken 
three  5ml  spoons  of  Brompton  mixture. 

A  few  days  later,  a  Society  inspector, 
Mr  Martin  Ibbitt,  making  a  routine  visit  to 


the  pharmacy,  saw  the  prescription  written 
for  Mr  Hoare  by  his  GP,  Dr  Neville  Carlile 
of  Kents  Hill  Road,  Benfleet.  He  thought  it 
was  unclear  and  asked  Mr  Sokoh  what  he 
had  dispensed.  Mr  Sokoh  said  he  made  up 
150ml  containing  7,500mg  of  pethidine 
(50mg/ml). 

But,  said  Mr  Hill,  Dr  Carlile  had  told 

,,,:Ji  faff 

car  hobby 

'  i  gham  pharmacisl  whose 
hobby  of  restoring  "written  off"  cars 
landed  him  in  court,  was 
reprimanded  by  the  Society's 
Statutory  Committee  last  week. 

Mr  Abdul  Majid  Dodhy,  of  Westridge 
Road,  Kingsheath,  admitted  five  offences 
under  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  and  five 
under  the  Fair  Trading  Act,  involving 
eight  cars,  when  he  appeared  before 
Birmingham  Magistrates  in  January  last 
year.  Mr  Dodhy,  who  ran  Dodhychem  Ltd 
in  Ladypool  Road,  Sparkhill,  at  the  time 
was  fined  a  total  of  £1,000  and  ordered  to 


the  inquest  he  intended  50mg  of  pethidine 
in  every  15ml  of  mixture.  Mr  Sokoh  told 
Mr  Ibbitt  that  he  did  not  check  with  Dr 
Carlile,  but  had  referred  to 
pharmaceutical  manuals  which  indicated 
a  possible  maximum  daily  dose  of  900mg. 

He  decided  to  tighten  up  the  doctor's 
direction  on  the  administration  of  the 
mixture  by  telling  Mr  Hoare's  brother,  who 
collected  the  prescription,  that  not  more 
than  three  5ml  spoonfuls  (containing  a 
total  of  750mgs  of  pethidine)  should  be 
given  in  24  hours. 

"I  realised  the  prescription  had  not 
been  written  in  Dr  Carlile's  surgery  but  at 
Mr  Hoare's  home.  I  knew  there  was  no  way 
I  could  contact  the  doctor  as  it  was  outside 
his  surgery  hours.  It  was  a  very  busy  day.  I 
was  on  my  own  and  I  had  so  many  things  to 
do.  Mr  Hoare's  brother  said  he  needed  the 
medicine  urgently  so  out  of  sympathy  I  did 
it  for  him." 

Mr  Hill  told  the  Committtee:  "For 
several  years  a  lot  has  been  said  about  the 
difficulties  caused  by  doctors  writing 
prescriptions,  and  the  burden  facing 
pharmacists  in  reading  them.  If  there  was 
a  case  where  the  greatest  care  should  have 
been  taken,  this  prescription,  the  meaning 
of  which  is  quite  clearly  uncertain,  should 
have  been  an  example  of  the  need  for  that 
care". 

Mr  Sokoh  now  works  as  a 
superintendent  pharmacist  and  manager 
for  another  firm  in  Southend. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Committee,  Dr  Carlile 
said  Mr  Hoare  was  "a  dying  man".  The 
Committee  will  announce  its  findings  on 
March  26. 


pay  £51  costs. 

Committee  chairman  Sir  Carl  Aarvold 
told  him:  "It  was  conduct  unbecoming  a 
pharmacist  and  liable  to  bring  the 
profession  into  disrepute.  It  was 
misconduct". 

Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  said  from 
October  1980  to  late  in  1982  a  series  of 
adverts  offering  cars  for  sale  by  Mr  Dodhy 
appeared  in  the  local  Press.  But  the 
adverts  did  not  mention  Mr  Dodhy  was 
trading  or  that  the  cars  were  insurance 
"write  offs",  said  Mr  Hill. 

Investigations  started,  he  added,  when 
an  angry  customer  contacted  West 
Midlands  County  Council's  consumer 
services  department  after  the  exhaust 
system  of  a  car  he  had  bought  from  Mr 


Dodhy  broke  after  only  one  week.  The  car 
had  been  advertised  as  being  in  very  good 
condition. 

Senior  assistant  trading  standards 
officer  Mr  Tony  Barron  discovered  that  Mr 
Dodhy  bought  the  car,  which  had 
previously  been  in  an  accident,  and 
another  car  shell,  from  a  Wednesbury 
scrap  yard  for  £900.  Both  were  delivered 
to  the  back  of  the  Ladypool  Road 
pharmacy,  and  the  shop  phone  number 
was  given  in  the  advert,  said  Mr  Hill. 

Mr  Dodhy,  who  is  now  a  director  and  a 
superintendent  pharmacist  with 
Touchplan  Ltd  of  Albert  Road,  Stetchford, 
said  he  was  advised  to  take  up  car 
restoring  as  a  hobby  by  his  brother,  when 
the  pharmacy  business  began  to  get  on  top 
of  him.  He  said  that  his  brother-in-law  and 
another  brother,  salvage  dealer  Abdul 
Rashid,  did  most  of  the  mechanical  work 
and  Rashid  used  the  rear  of  the  pharmacy 
as  a  base  for  buying  and  selling  cars.  "I 
just  did  the  finishing  touches.  I  had  no 
intention  of  going  up  to  a  commercial 
business,  it  was  just  my  hobby". 

"I  intended  to  use  the  cars  for  myself 
and  for  my  family,  but  some  were  sold  to 
the  public",  said  Mr  Dodhy,  who  denied 
making  any  profit. 

The  Committee  said  it  had  no 
complaints  to  make  about  Mr  Dodhy's 
ability  as  a  pharmacist. 

Scottish  script 
statistics 

Average  cost  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
by  chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Scotland,  in  October  1984. 


Pence 

Ingredient  cost  380.381 

Oncost  49.322 

Dispensing  fee  45.334 

Interim  allowance  0.998 

Container  allowance  3.797 

Gross  cost  481.664 

Less  charges  34 . 462 

Net  cost  447.202 


Total  number  of  prescriptions:  3,178,479 

Average  cost  of  prescriptions  dispensed 
by  chemists  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Scotland,  in  November  1984. 


Pence 

Ingredient  cost  382.215 

Oncost  49.886 

Dispensing  fee  45.369 

Interim  allowance  1.000 

Container  allowance  3.797 

Other  misc  costs  1 .880 

Gross  cost  484.147 

Less  charges  33 . 772 

Net  cost  450.375 


Total  number  of  prescriptions:  3,099,186. 
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LIMITED  LIST 


Changes  to  the  Blacklist 


Additions  to  the  Blacklist  published  in  CtkD  last  week. 


Alka-Donna  Susp 
Aika-Donna  Tabs 
Alka-Donna  P  Mist 
Alka-Donna  P  Tabs 
Aluminium  Phos  Tabs  400mg 
Ammon  Chlor  &  Morph  Mist  BP 
Anadin  Analgesic  Caps  maximum 

strength 
Anadin  Extra  Analgesic  Tabs 
Asilone  Gel 
Asilone  tor  Infants 
BCSOOTabs 

Beecham  Day  Nurse  Caps 
Bisolvomycin  Caps 
Chilblain  Tabs  (Boots) 
Coldrex  Powdei 


Colocynth  Co  Pills  BPC  1963 
Dijex  Liq 

Fesovie  Z  Spansules 
Ipecac  Pills  20mg 
Ipecac  &  Morph  Mist  BP 
Ipecac  &  Squill  Linct  Paed  BPC 
Maqaldrate  Susp  800mq  m  5ml 
Magaldrate  Tabs 
Mucodyne  Caps 
Oxymeta2ohne  HC1  Nasal  Drops 

Q.OSH 
Panadol  Caplets 

PhenolphlhalemCoTabsBPC  1963 
Phenolphthalem  Co  Pills  BPC 
Proflex  Tabs  200mq 
Progesic  Tabs  200mg 


Raygio  Lax  Tabs 

Rhubarb  &  Soda  Mist  Ammon  BP 

Rhubarb  Mist  Co  Paed  BPC 

Roscorbic  Tabs  SOOmg 

Tabasan  Tabs 

Tolu  Soln  BP 

Tolu  Syrup  BP 

Tolu  Co  Linct  Paed  BP 

Trifyba 

Tropium  Tabs  5mg 
Truefree  Pasta  Mix 
Villescon  Liq 
Villescon  Tabs 
Virvma  Ehx 
Wate-On  Emuls  Super 
Wate-On  Tabs  Super 


Deletions  to  the  Blacklist  published  in  C&D  last  week. 


Bisolvon  Amps 

Bisolvon  Caps 

Black  flavour  Coidrex  Powd 

Day  Nurse  Caps 

Dijex  Soln 

Junior  Aspirin  Tabs  75mg 
Lemon  Coldrex  Powder  Sachets 


Maximum  Strength  Anadin 

Analgesic  Caps 
Mycolactme  Tabs 
Noradran  Syrup 
Regular  Wate-On  Tabs 
Super  Wate-On  Emuls 
Super  Wate-On  Tabs 
Tabs  to  Formula  Ab3 


Terramycin  S  F  Caps 

Tetracyn  S  F  Caps 

Throat  Chest  &  Lung  Drops 

(Simpkm) 
Vervina  Ehx 
Viamm  A  Ester  Caps 
Vitamin  B12  Tabs  25mcg  (Rudale 


Senna  Tabs  BP  should  have  been  given  in  the  White  list,  not  Senokot  Tabs  BP  as  in  C6/Z5  last  week 
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Scottish  Exec 
and  the  list 

I  refer  to  your  article  {C&D,  February  23, 
p369)  which  unfortunately  gives  the 
impression  that  the  Scottish  Executive  has 
made  no  response  to  the  "limited  list" 
proposals. 

This  report  is  misleading.  Firstly,  the 
Executive  deals  with  the  Minister  for 
Health  and  Social  Work  in  Scotland  (Mr 
John  MacKay)  and  not  the  Health  Minister. 
Secondly,  the  Executive  has  in  fact  made 
recommendations  to  Mr  MacKay  on  two 
occasions  and  was  represented  along  with 
Pharmaceutical  General  Council 
(Scotland)  at  a  meeting  with  the  Minister 
on  February  27. 

From  the  above  it  can  be  seen  that  your 
headline  "Scottish  Exec  silent  on  list"  is 
incorrect. 
Dr  J.  Chilton 

Secretary,  Scottish  Department,  PSGB. 

More  letters  on  p484 
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Contactasol  60ml+10ml 

The  perfect  partnership 


For  further  information  please  contact: 


Contactasol  Limited,  Ruxley  Towers,  Claygate,  Esher.  Surrey.  KT10  OTL.  Tel:  0372  62241 


LETTERS 


'Outraged'  — 
Wiveliscombe 

It  is  outrageous  that  pharmacists  can  be 
treated  so  autocratically  as  to  allow 
dispensing  doctors  to  sell  blacklist 
medicines  directly  to  patients. 

Once  again  arguments  presented  have 
been  ignored  —  indeed  it  has  been 
obvious  that  the  Secretary  for  Social 
Services  had  reached  his  decision  before 
anyone  had  time  to  realise  that  the  fight 
was  on.  Where  was  the  strength  of  the 
lobby  coming  from  to  make  him  so 
intractable?  It  could  hardly  be  the 
ridiculous  statement  put  out  by  the 
Dispensing  Doctors  Association  which 
purported  that  6,000,000  patients  would 
suffer  hardship  over  acguinng  the 
deprived  medicines.  Where  lies  the 
argument?  How  many  deprived  patients 
would  there  have  been?  How  can  you 
deprive  patients  of  their  needs  when  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  emphasised  that  no 
patient  would  be  so  placed? 

The  number  of  patients  who  will  be 
affected  will  be  ridiculously  small  yet 
Norman  Fowler  turns  the  whole  set-up, 
including  Clothier  and  the  bulk  of  the 
poisons  legislation,  to  satisfy  the  very 
dubious  claims  made  by  doctors.  We  must 
press  Parliament  to  ensure  that  dispensing 
doctors  come  within  legal  bounderies. 
Undoubtedly  the  unqualified  assistant  will 
be  left  free  to  dish  out  P  and  POM 
medicines  at  the  slightest  whim. 

I  trust  Norman  Fowler  realises  the 
implications  of  what  he  has  agreed  to.  All 
the  legal  requirements  concerning  the 
supply  and  sales  of  medicines, 
implemented  to  guard  against  improper 
use  and  sale  of  substances  dangerous  to 
the  public,  and  which  have  been  under  the 
strict  control  of  the  pharmaceutical 
profession,  will  now  be  completely 
invalidated  by  the  uncontrolled, 
unsupervised  sales  by  unqualified 
assistants  —  part-time  and  otherwise.  The 
time  has  come  for  some  sort  of  control  to 
be  imposed  on  doctors'  dispensing.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to 
do  this.  The  set  up  now  being  imposed  is 
dangerous  and  the  obvious  deduction  that 
can  be  made  is  that  convenience  is  far 
more  important  to  doctors  than  safety. 

The  next  step  for  rural  pharmacists 
must  be  to  find  out  who  our  friends  are. 
Who  will  support  the  pharmacist  in  the 
supply  of  medicines  and  which  drug 
company  is  going  to  supply  pads  with 
printed  prescriptions  to  give  to  doctors' 
assistants  in  lieu  of  private  prescriptions? 
Who  is  going  to  give  massive  discounts  to 
the  doctors  and  who  is  going  to  give 
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pharmacists  priority  in  ensuring  patients 
are  directed  to  the  pharmacists? 

I  have  already  contacted  one  company 
we  would  expect  to  support  us  —  happily 
the  response  was  very  pro-pharmacist.  I 
will  follow  up  with  calls  to  others 
who  may  not  be  considered  quite  so 
supportive.  But  rural  pharmacists,  and  I 
hope  urban  pharmacists,  will  give  full 
consideration  to  the  type  of  marketing  that 
companies  will  engage  in. 
John  Davies, 
Secretary, 

Rural  Pharmacists  Association. 


Back-stabbing 

The  Government  having,  at  last, 
published  its  lists  (both  black  and  white) 
and  the  regulations  to  implement  the 
scheme,  you  last  week  highlighted  the 
various  professions  comments  on  them. 

It  is,  perhaps,  inappropriate  of 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee's  Alan  Smith  to  say  the 
profession  has  been  "stabbed  in  the  back" 
after  supporting  the  limited  list  almost  in 
isolation.  It  would,  I  feel,  be  more  true  to 
say  that  the  PSNC  in  isolation  welcomed 
the  proposals.  (Although  "Action"  in 
February  claims  that  it  responded  quickly, 
but  cautiously).  In  fact,  the  vast  majority  of 
pharmaceutical  comment  in  both  the  C&D 
and  the  PJ  has  been  active  and  vociferous 
in  rejecting  the  Government's  proposals 
over  the  past  four  months. 

One  might  almost  say  that  PSNC 
themselves  stabbed  both  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  NPA  in 
the  back  by  their  precipitate  welcome  of 
the  scheme  last  November,  at  the  PSNC's 
annual  dinner.  Perhaps  Messrs  Sharpe 
and  Smith  have  now  learned  that  he  who 
would  "sup  with  the  Devil"  needs  a  very 
much  longer  spoon  than  the  5ml  one  they 
appear  to  have  used. 

However,  now  that  it  would  seem  that 
the  Minister  is  proposing  (as  I  predicted 
recently)  to  vary  the  terms  of  the  rural 
practitioner's  contract  to  permit  them  to 
sell  (with  or  without  a  written  prescription) 
blacklisted  items  to  their  dispensing 
patients,  we  are  indeed,  as  a  profession, 
being  stabbed  in  the  back.  The  danger 
remains  that  as  a  result  of  Ministerial 
tampering  with  the  rural  prescriber's 
contract,  our  rural  colleagues  face  the 
prospect  of  slowly  bleeding  to  death. 

No  Sir,  the  proper  place,  in  this 
country,  for  the  supply  of  medicines,  with 
adequate  professional  advice  on  their  use 
should  continue  to  be  the  pharmacy,  and 
not  the  drug  store,  grocer  or  other  trader, 
including  trader  doc. 
Allan  D.  Asher 
London  E18 


Kent  alive  and 
kicking 

May  we,  through  C&D,  reply  to  the 
comments  made  by  Xrayser  on  February  2 
(p213). 

His  opening  comment  was  "Whatever 
happened  to  Kent  the  toothbrush  people?" 
Twelve  months  ago  G.B.  Kent  opened  a 
new  factory  and  offices  on  their  existing 
site  at  Hemel  Hemstead,  incorporating  the 
most  modern  toothbrush  machinery.  In 
March  of  last  year  a  new  range  of 
toothbrushes,  designed  to  cover  all 
consumer  requirements,  was  launched. 
This  was  supported  with  advertising  to 
chemists  and  the  dental  profession.  Also 
introduced  were  new  attractive  display 
units  and  generous  discount  terms  were 
offered  on  packaged  deals. 

Since  the  launch  a  further  cosmetic 
advertising  campaign  has  been  put 
together  and  is  currently  running  in  the 
following  magazines  for  seven  months. 

Annabel,  Cosmopolitan,  Harpers  and 
Queen,  My  Weekly,  People  's  Friend, 
Sunday  Times  Magazine,  Vogue,  l^omon 
&Home,  Woman's  Realm,  Company, 
Good  Housekeeping,  Living,  19,  She, 
Tatler,  Woman,  Woman's  Journal. 

This  is  what  has  happened  to  Kent. 

Our  reputation  over  the  past  two 
centuries  has  been  one  of  persistently 
superior  quality.  This  new  range  of 
products  is  designed  to  enhance  that 
image  throughout  the  world. 
A.H.L.  Cosby 
Managing  director, 
G.B.  Kent  &  Sons 


Marketing  man 

Our  sales  and  marketing  manager,  Mike 
Johnstone,  left  us  at  the  end  of  February.  I 
would  like  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  utter  professionalism 
which  Mike  Johnstone  has  applied  to  his 
position  as  sales  and  marketing  manager 
within  our  company. 

His  previous  experience,  both  as  a 
pharmacist  and  as  a  senior  sales  executive 
with  Glaxo,  has  reflected  in  the  success  he 
has  achieved  in  projecting  our  company 
and  in  the  popularity  he  has  gained  with 
our  customers. 

He  is  leaving  us  to  form  his  own 
marketing  company  and  my  staff  and  I 
wish  him  every  success  in  his  new  venture. 
May  I  add  that  we  are  pleased  to  be  among 
the  first  of  his  new  clients. 
John  Richardson, 

Managing  director,  John  Richardson 
Computers  Ltd. 
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We're  taking  the  wraps  off  the 
packaging  industry  every  week. 


The  launch  of  Packaging 
:ek  on  May  8  makes  it  the 
ily  weekly  in  the  packaging 
dustry. 

This  is  an  industry  worth 
er  £3.5  billion  annually  on 
aterials  alone. 
To  communicate  quickly 
th  this  vast  market  there's  no 
ernative  to  Packaging  Week. 


the  news  -  covering  the  major 
packaging  areas  and  the 
growing  ones. 

The  magazine  also  has  a  fast 
and  reliable  reader  enquiry 
service. 

For  reader  registration, 
contact  Jackie  Blake  and  for 
advertising  rates,  Graham 
Harvey,  at  Benn  Publications, 
0732  364422. 


Because  when  it  comes  to 
packaging,  Packaging  Week 
has  it  all  wrapped  up.  g^j^ 


Packaging  Week  -  first  with 

nn  Publications  Limited, Sovereign  Way.Tonbridtfe, Kent,TN9  1 RW Telephone:  (0732 )  364422.Telex:  95132 


Barclays  down  to  three 
depots  after  new  closures 


Barclays  are  to  close  down  their 
Newport  and  Stoke  branches  at  the 
end  of  this  month,  leaving  them 
with  just  Sheffield,  Grimsby  and 
Newtownabbey  in  Northern  Ireland. 

Newport  and  Stoke  serve  about 
400-500  customers  between  them,  with 
total  sales  of  over  £20m.  But  Barclays  say 
the  planned  2Vz  per  cent  profit  cut, 
combined  with  the  effects  of  the  limited 
list,  would  mean  these  branches  could  no 
longer  make  a  profit. 

Barclays  closed  their  Coventry  depot 
just  a  month  ago,  transferring  some  of  its 
best  customers  to  Stoke.  Business  from  the 
latest  two  branches  to  be  closed  will  be  lost 
to  Barclays,  however.  "I'm  afraid  our 
competitors  will  get  the  benefit"  says 
financial  director  Chris  Ferris. 

"We'd  been  trying  to  keep  the  situation 


at  Newport  and  Stoke  fluid,  but  as  details 
of  the  list  became  clearer  we  had  no 
choice. 

"Every  company  must  make  its  own 
decisions  on  profitability.  This  is  a  very 
volume- related  business,  and  the  expected 
drop  in  sales  value  led  us  to  believe  these 
two  branches  just  wouldn't  be  profitable" 
he  goes  on. 

Barclays  operation  will  now  cover  only 
Yorkshire,  Lincolnshire  and  the  Belfast 
area.  "Obviously  it  does  mean  us 
becoming  very  much  more  of  a  regional 
wholesaler"  says  Chris  Ferris.  "But  the 
regional  boys  seem  to  be  doing  as  well  as 
ayone  at  the  moment." 

"We  expect  to  continue  in  this 
business.  We  have  certain  highly 
profitable  operations;  as  profitable  as  any 
in  the  industry." 


Asked  if  the  move  came  as  a  result  of 
pressure  from  parent  company  Dixons,  Mr 
Ferris  replied:  "Let's  just  say  we  tend  to 
make  our  own  decisions  here."  Dixons 
describe  it  as  "ultimately  a  group 
decision". 

It  has  been  suggested  that  Barclays 
also  plan  to  close  their  Enterprise  OTC 
operation  at  Sheffield.  Mr  Ferris  says  no 
decision  has  been  made  there,  and  that 
Barclays  are  "still  kicking  around"  what  to 
do  with  Enterprise.  The  only  way  they 
could  close  Enterprise  at  Sheffield  would 
be  to  drop  out  of  OTC  business  altogether 
he  added,  there  being  nowhere  else  in  the 
Barclays  network  that  could  take  over. 

All  80  jobs  at  Newport  and  Stoke  are 
likely  to  be  lost.  "Well  accomodate  people 
elsewhere  if  it's  realistically  possible,"  says 
Mr  Ferris.  "But  our  opportunities  to  do  so 
are  very  limited." 

There  may  be  further  changes  on  the 
way  at  Barclays.  Rumours  in  the  industry 
suggest  their  remaining  network  has  been 
targeted  for  more  cutbacks.  Barclays 
directors  were  unavailable  for  comment  as 
continued  on  next  page 


COSMIC . . . 
...  a  force  in  mass  market  fragrances 


launching  a  range  of  mass  market  fragrances.  They 
supported  by  colour  advertising  and  excellent  editorial 
>mmendations  in  magazines  like  HONEY,  JUST 
SEVENTEEN  and  OVER  21,  making  them  a  must  for  the 


We  offer  attractive  profit  margins,  effective  POS  material 
and  free  testers.  Take  the  advantage  of  oitr  "Special  launch 
offer",  place  your  order  directly  or  call  us  for  our 
representative's  visit  NOW. 


discerning  buyer. 


Attention  Agents!  We  need  to  fill  selected  key  territories. 
Active  Sales  Personnel,  please  apply  to  . . . 


COSMIC  MARKETING 


LTD 


/  
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63  CAUSEWAY  ROAD 
EARLSTREES  INDUSTRIAL  ES 
CORBY,  NORTHANTS 
NN17  2DU 

PHONE:  CORBY  (0536)  201869 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


Fisons  look  to  shareholders 
for  £94. 3m  expansion  cash 


Fisons  last  week  announced  55  per 
cent  growth  in  their  year's  profits, 
and  asked  shareholders  for  £94. 3m 
to  fund  further  expansion. 

Over  half  the  money  raised  —  £50m  — 
will  go  to  fund  an  acquisition  programme 
over  the  next  two  years.  The  remainder 
will  be  used  to  replenish  the  company's 
capital  reserves  following  their  six  buys  in 
1984. 

"We're  likely  to  go  for  scientific 
instruments  again"  says  chairman  John 
Kerridge. 

"And  I  wouldn't  rule  out  ethical 
pharmaceuticals  or  horticulture.  But  the 
acquisitions  are  likely  to  be  abroad."  The 
group  would  be  interested  in 
pharmaceutical  companies  in  either  the 
UK  or  America,  he  goes  on,  but  suitable 
prospects  are  few  and  far  between  "...  and 
I'm  not  paying  30  times  earnings  for  junk". 

The  main  search  would  be  for  a 
manufacturing  company  in  the  scientific 
equipment  side,  to  help  that  division 


ICI  first  with 
£lbn+  profits 


ICI  is  the  first  British  manufacturing 
company  to  earn  more  than  £1 
billion  in  a  single  year. 

Pre-tax  profits  last  year  totalled 
£l,034m,  up  67  per  cent  on  1983's  £619m, 
while  international  turnover  rose  from 
£8,256m  to  £9, 909m. 

Britain's  share  was  £5, 955m  compared 
to  overseas  turnover  of  £3, 954m,  and  the 
UK  contributed  more  than  half  of  total 
profits.  ICI's  oil  sales  in  1984  amounted  to 
£l,089m,  with  profits  up  £16m  to  £109m. 

All  other  business  sectors  saw  growth, 
say  ICI,  but  petrochemicals  and  plastics 
made  the  biggest  improvement,  turning 
1983's  loss  of  £7m  into  a  profit  of  £138m, 
with  turnover  up  £482m  at  £2, 778m. 

Pharmaceuticals  once  again  made  the 
largest  contribution  to  group  earnings, 
with  profits  rising  25  per  cent  to  £249m. 
Sales  in  the  same  period  grew  by  £169m  to 
£806m  thanks  largely,  say  ICI,  to  the 
performance  of  the  heart  drug  Tenormin 
which  is  manufactured  in  this  country  by 
subsidiary  Stuart  Pharmaceuticals. 

Inderal,  Nolvadex,  Mylanta  and 
Hibitane  were  among  other  products  to  do 
well  last  year. 

Pharmaceuticals  were  particularly 
impressive  in  the  USA. 
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"fatten  up  its  margins".  Fisons'  cash  call 
takes  the  form  of  a  l-for-5  rights  issue 
offering  nearly  40  million  new  shares  at 
245p  each. 

The  Guardian  reports  Fisons  as 
breaking  ranks  with  the  rest  of  the  drug 
industry  and  allowing  their  profits  from 
NHS  business  to  be  disclosed.  "Fisons' 
profits  from  the  health  service  remained 
steady  at  about  £12m  on  sales  of  £35m" 
says  chemicals  correspondent  James 
Erlichman. 

Fisons  have  not  announced  these 
figures  officially,  and  say  they  cannot 
confirm  them. 

The  company's  1984  results  show  a 
record  performance  from  all  three 
divisions. 

The  55  per  cent  growth  in  profits  takes 
the  pre-tax  figure  to  £48. 3m,  on  sales  up 
51  per  cent  at  £552. 6m. 

Pharmaceuticals  made  the  biggest 
contributions  to  profits,  £31. 2m  (£25m)  on 
sales  of  £198. 5m  (£158. 2m).  Turnover  in 
scientific  equipment  reached  £291.  lm, 
generating  profits  of  £15. 8m,  with 
horticulture  accounting  for  the  remainder. 

Pharmaceutical  sales  in  the  USA,  led 
by  Intal  and  Nasalcrom,  were  75  per  cent 
higher  than  1983's.  CP  Pharmaceuticals, 
the  division's  generics  wing,  did  well  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  Foreign  sales  now 
account  for  around  80  per  cent  of  Fisons 
business  —  43  per  cent  come  from 
America  alone. 

Six  years  ago  only  20  per  cent  of  their 
goods  went  abroad,  with  the  States 
accounting  for  just  5  per  cent. 

The  group's  pre-tax  profits  have  been 
climbing  steadily  since  1980,  when  they 
stood  at  just  £3. 8m. 


1,000  lobby 
MPs  on  list 


Over  1 .000  people  from 
management  and  trade  unions  in 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  joined 
forces  in  February  to  lobby  MPs  on 
the  Government's  limited  list 
proposals. 

About  half  the  delegates  came  from  the 
Wyeth  plant  at  Havant  where  the  company 
says  the  list  has  already  cost  110  jobs.  They 
have  already  started  negotiations  with 
unions  about  50  redundancies  and  say 
they  will  be  leaving  60  other  vacancies 
unfilled. 

Staff  from  Reckitt  &  Colman, 
Beecham,  Glaxo  and  Hoechst  and  the 
Transport  &  General  Workers'  Union  were 
also  present,  says  white-collar  union 
ASTMS,  the  lobby's  organiser.  Delegates 
met  a  group  of  MPs,  including  Labour's 
Tony  Benn,  Doug  Hoyle  and  Kevin 
McNamara,  before  going  on  to  talk  to  their 
own  MPs. 

ASTMS  say  the  lobby  was  one  of  the 
largest  they  have  been  involved  in. 


Barclays  continued 

C&D  went  to  Press. 

The  company  will  inevitably  be 
involved  in  substantial  redundancy 
payments.  "We  have  a  long-standing  and 
loyal  staff  at  the  two  depots,  which  makes  it 
a  very  sad  decision  to  have  to  take"  says 
Chris  Ferris.  "But  there  seems  to  be  no  end 
to  pressure  on  wholesalers  at  the  moment." 

Macarthys,  Vestnc  and  Unichem  all 


say  their  current  networks  are  safe,  and 
that  no  branches  are  currently  in  danger 
of  closure.  "Our  rationalisation  is  now 
behind  us,"  said  Vestric's  Peter  Worling. 
"And  we're  ready  to  pick  up  the  business 
dropped  by  Barclays." 

Albert  Slow,  managing  director  of 
Macarthys,  said  he  didn't  think  the  effect 
of  the  list  and  changes  in  the  PPRS  would 
be  as  serious  as  envisaged  by  Barclays. 
"Although  it's  obviously  not  something  we 
welcome,  I  don't  think  it  brings  problems 
of  those  proportions." 

Peter  Dodd  of  Unichem  describes 
Barclays'  reason  for  closing  as  "a  fatuous 
excuse."  "They  don't  even  know  what's 
going  to  happen  with  doctors'  dispensing 
yet"  he  says. 
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in  Chanel  case 

Two  of  the  three  men  convicted  last 
week  of  conspiring  to  make  £7m 
worth  of  fake  Chanel  face  terms  in 
jail.  The  third  received  a  suspended 
sentence. 

Judge  Lawrence  Vemey,  sentencing 
the  trio,  told  them:  "You  are  not  the  only 
ones  involved  in  what  took  place,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  there  is 
someone  behind  you  all  who  is  much  more 
responsible,  but  outside  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court." 

Steven  Jory,  Roy  Pain  and  Christopher 
Hawkins  were  caught  by  detectives  from 
Thames  Valley  fraud  squad,  helped  by 
Vincent  Carratu,  a  private  investigator 
hired  by  Chanel. 

Aylesbury  Crown  Court  was  told  how 
the  gang  had  set  up  counterfeiting 
factories  in  the  backstreets  of  London. 
Here  they  produced,  bottled  and 
packaged  "beautifully  camouflaged"  fake 
Chanel  No  5,  Chanel  No  19  and  Aramis 
aftershave,  said  prosecuting  counsel 
Michael  Hill. 

Steven  Jory,  described  as  "London 
operation  works  manager"  for  the  gang, 
was  sentenced  to  three  years  in  jail  after 
admitting  three  offences  of  conspiring  to 
contravene  the  Trades  Description  Act, 
and  offering  to  supply  fake  aftershave. 

For  the  defence,  Geoffrey  Robertson 
pointed  out  that  Mr  Jory  had  been  hired  by 
Jersey  solicitor  Richard  Martin  after  his 
release  following  a  four  year  term  for 
previous  offences  in  counterfeiting  Chanel 
perfume. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  this  operation 
would  not  have  taken  place  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  large  sums  of  money  coming 
from  Richard  Martin,"  Mr  Robertson  said. 

"The  profits  were  to  go  back  to  Richard 
Martin,  and  the  whole  operation  was 
directed  and  financed  by  him  and  his 
associates  in  Jersey." 

Roy  Pain,  a  Cholesbury  accountant 
who  denied  the  charges,  was  jailed  for  18 
months  for  three  offences  against  the 
Trades  Description  Act. 

His  barrister,  Anthony  Hacking,  said 
Mr  Pain  had  set  up  a  factory  to  produce 
Chanel  in  Mexico,  after  taking  legal 
advice  that  it  would  not  be  unlawful  to  do 
so.  "He  was  not  involved  in  the  conspiracy," 
said  Mr  Hacking. 

Christopher  Hawkins  got  a  four  month 
prison  sentence,  suspended  for  one  year, 
after  admitting  offering  to  supply  fake 
scent.  Michael  Brent,  representing  him, 
said  Hawkins  had  not  been  involved  in  the 
production  or  marketing  operations. 
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Mr  Carratu  posed  as  a  buyer  for  the 
bogus  scent.  Detectives  pounced  when 
members  of  the  gang  turned  up  to  fulfil  his 
order. 

Chanel  say  they  are  delighted  to  see 
custodial  sentences  handed  out  for  a 
counterfeiting  offence,  and  congratulate 
the  police  on  their  work. 

Raimes  buy  rest 
of  James  Taylor 

Edinburgh  wholesalers  Raimes, 
Clark  &  Co  are  now  full  owners  of 
James  Taylor  of  Dundee. 

Raimes  already  owned  50  per  cent  of 
James  Taylor's  shares  and  acquired  the 
other  half  last  December.  The  move,  said 
Raimes  chairman  Charles  Cumming,  FPS, 
fits  in  with  their  plan  to  expand  distribution 
in  the  Tayside  region. 

The  two  companies  have  quite  a  bit  in 
common.  Both  are  Numark  wholesalers 
and  both  date  back  to  the  reign  of  George 
III.  James  Taylor,  founded  in  1805,  is 
actually  the  oldest  wholesaler  in  Scotland, 
said  Mr  Cummings. 


Price  changes 

The  Government  will  legislate  to 
bring  in  a  ban  on  false  and 
misleading  price  information  as 
soon  as  parliamentary  time  can  be 
found. 

Alex  Fletcher  of  the  Department  of 
Trade  &  Industry  told  the  Commons  the 
new  law  would  be  backed-up  be  a 
statutory  code  of  practice.  The  code's 
measures  would  not  in  themselves  be 
mandatory,  he  said,  but  would  be 
admissable  in  evidence. 

Trade  and  consumer  representatives 
consulted  on  the  need  for  new  legislation, 
had  seen  a  need  to  remove  the 
complexities  of  the  existing  law. 


Retail  prices 

The  Department  of  Employment  retail 
prices  index  for  all  items  reached  359.8  in 
January  (January  1974  =  100).  This 
represents  an  increase  of  0.4  per  cent  on 
December  1984,  and  an  increase  of  5.0  per 
cent  on  January  1984. 

Vestries  65,000 sq  ft  custom-built 
warehouse  at  Bristol  —  the  largest  in  the 
company  —  is  now  fully  operational.  The 
company  see  this  substantial  investment  as 
a  mark  of  their  confidence  in  the  future  of 
the  South  West. 


Monday,  March  11 

Plymouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  boardroom, 
Dernford  Hospital,  at  8pm  Professor  J  T  Smith  on  "Genetnc 
engineering" 

Southampton  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  lecture  room 
A,  postgraduate  medical  centre,  Southampton  General 
Hospital,  at  7. 30pm  Dr  Bnggs  on  "Aspects  of  geriatric 
medicine". 

Tuesday,  March  12 

Bristol  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Southmead  Centre 
for  Medical  Education  at  7.30pm.  Professor  E.J.  ShelJard  on 
"Health  foods  and  herbal  products  in  pharmacy" 
Lanarkshire  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Strathaven 
Suite,  Garnon  Hotel,  Merry  Street,  Motherwell,  at  8pm. 
Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy,  OBE,  FPS,  dean  of  the  Faculty  of 
Science,  The  Queen's  University  of  Beliast,  on  "Clinically 
relevant  drug  interactions" 

South  East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

medical  centre,  Lewisham  Hospital,  at  8pm.  Mervyn  Jones,  on 
the  role  of  hypnotherapy 

Wednesday,  March  13 

Harrow  and  Hillingdon  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

clinical  lecture  theatre,  Northwick  Park  Hospital  at  7.30pm.  Talk 
by  Colin  Hitchings,  past  president  of  PSGB.  Buffet  provided. 
Stirling  and  Central  Scottish  Branch.  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Park  Hotel,  Falkirk  Mr  John  R.  Jamieson, 
administrator,  Prescription  Pricing  Division,  Edinburgh,  on  the 
work  of  his  department  under  the  title  "Between  the  devil  and 
the  deep  blue  sea" 

Epsom  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Bradbury 
Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  Epsom  District  Hospital,  at 
7.45pm.  Dr  Stephen  Thomas,  principal  pharmacist,  Welsh 
centre  for  the  quality  control  of  surgical  dressings,  on  "The 
pharmacist's  role  in  the  selection  and  use  of  surgical  materials". 

Thursday,  March  14 

Slough  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Wrexham  Park 
Hospital,  Slough,  at  7.30pm.  Talk  on  "Antihistamines."  Buffet 
supper 

Hull  Pharmacists'  Association,  Beverley  Postgraduate 
Centre,  Hull  Royal  Infirmary,  at  7.45pm,  Mr  W.H.  Binns  on  "A 
taste  of  cheese".  Joint  meeting  with  the  local  section  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Chemistry. 

Edinburgh  and  Lothians  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Almond  Suite,  Barnton  Hotel,  Queensferry  Road,  at  8pm 
Professor  A.  Li  Wan  Po,  pharmacy  department,  The  Queen's 
University  of  Beliast  on  "Counterprescribing  —  rational  choice 
of  non-prescription  products?"  Joint  meeting  with  Fife  Branch. 
Liverpool  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Liverpool  Crest 
Hotel,  Lord  Nelson  Street,  Liverpool  3,  at  8pm.  Mr  John  Hart, 
Pharmacy  Mutual,  on  "Planning  for  retirement".  Joint  meeting 
with  National  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
South  East  Metropolitan  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Wellington  Suite,  Bromley  Court  Hotel,  Bromley  Hill,  Kent, 
March  14  at  8pm  Annual  dinner,  guest  speaker  Colin 
Moynihan,  recently  appointed  parliamentary  private  secretary 
to  Kenneth  Clarke,  Minister  for  Health.  £21. SO  (cheques 
payable  to  South  East  London  Chemists  Association).  Details 
and  tickets  from  social  services  secretary,  Mrs  Mary  Box,  264 
Kirkdale,  London  SE26  (tel  01-778  8657Idayl). 

Sunday,  March  17 

Dumfries  and  Galloway  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Royal  Infirmary  All-day  refresher  course. 

Advance  information 

Buckinghamshire  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee, 

Pavilion,  The  Bell  Inn,  Aslon  Clinton,  nr  Ayleslbury,  Sunday 
March  24,  at  10.30am.  Lunchtime  meeting  for 
Buckinghamshire  community  pharmacists,  Stephen  Axon, 
secretary,  PSNC,  on  "NHS  contract-money  matters  —  1985  and 
beyond",  Geoff  Rodgers,  managing  director,  Upiohn  Ltd,  on 
"Industry  information  —  not  a  secret  service",  and  Don 
Crossland  pharmacy  superintendent,  Boots,  on  "Countdown  — 
to  what".  Applications  to  P.W.  Allen,  Bucks  LPC  secretary,  45 
Ayleslbury  Road,  Aston  Clinton,  Aylesbury,  Bucks  (tel  0296 
630513). 

West  Midlands  postgraduate  education  committee,  main 
lecture  theatre,  management  centre,  University  of  Aston  in 
Birmingham,  March  20  3pm-9pm.  Mr  David  Coleman,  PSNC, 
on  "The  effect  of  the  limited  list  prescribing  on  pharmacy". 
Also,  talk  on  "Pharmacists  and  health  education"  Pharmacists 
may  attend  evening  session  only  if  they  wish  Buffet  meal. 
Details  from  Alison  Morley,  at  the  University  of  Aston  (tel 
021-396  3611  ext  4199) 
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Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 
KentTN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 
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Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear  under 
appropriate  headings 
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to  publication  date 
Cancellation  deadline 
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publication  date. 
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Letap  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

announce  that  the  advertisement  on  page  ii  of  the 
'7555  Chemist  Et  Druggist  Directory" 
implied  that  we  are  able  to  supply  Ampicillin  in  Red  and 
Black  Capsules  for  sale  in  the  United  Kingdom  when,  in 
fact,  for  trade  mark  reasons  our  company  is  not  in  a 

position  to  do  so. 


Agents 


Appointments 


AGENTS ^ 

Calling  on  department  stores 
and  chemists  required  to  sell 
two  ranges  of  high  quality, 
well  advertised  fragrances. 

Telephone: 
Andmaw  Enterprises 
Limited 
01-994  6477 


HOSPITAL  SALES  FORCE 
REQUIRED 

Do  you  employ  a  professional  hospital  sales 
force?  And  are  you  seeking  ways  of 
increasing  their  cost  effectiveness? 

We  are  a  United  Kingdom  based 
manufacturing  organisation  who  are 
seeking  an  operation  to  handle  the  selling 
efforts  of  our  price  range  of  inovative  high 
quality  hospital  pharmaceutical  products. 
Please  reply  to  BOX  C&D  3098 


Stock  Wanted 


Business  for  Sale 


LEASEHOLD  DRUG 
STORE  FOR  SALE 
MITCH  AM,  SURREY 

Previously  established  pharmacy  (49  years) 
main  road  position.  Living  accommodation 
with  vacant  possession.  Offers  in  the  region 
of  £27,500. 

BOX  C&D  3098 


WE  ARE  REFITTING 

a  group  of  retail  discount  stores.  We 

urgently  require:  — 
Adjustable  shelving,  gondolas,  glass 
counters,  showcases,  check  outs,  baskets, 
cash  registers,  fire  extinguishers,  racking, 
staff  time  clock,  vending  machines,  lights, 
window  fittings  etc. 

Must  be  in  first  class  condition.  Will  view 
anywhere. 

Contact: 
Richard  Jackson  (0603)  630311 
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lor  Sale 


BRANDED 
FRAGRANCES 

ANAIS  ANAIS  =  DIOR  = 
ROCHAS  =  ESTEE  =  FIDJI 
=  CHANEL  =  NINARICCI  = 
GIVENCHI 

SEND  OR 'PHONE  FOR 
FREE  PRICE  LIST  IN  TIME 
FORXMAS. 

TO:  NUMBER  1,  UNIT  D1 
DECOY  ROAD, 
WOK  ;  MIS  NIG.  WEST 
SUSSEX  BN148ND. 

PHONE:  WORTHING  (0903) 
213303 


To  advertise 

in  Chemist  & 
Druggist 
Classified 
telephone 

Paul  Crouch 
on  0732 

364422  Ext 
212  for 
further 

information. 


Shoplifting 


A  LA  Mi  IMPORTS  &  EXPORT  LTD 


n 


Handkerchiefs  loose  and  boxed, 
range  of  tea  towels  Jacquard  and| 
j  handloom  towels,  pillow  cases, 
,  yellow  dusters,  face  cloths,  baby 
!  nappies,  terry  socks 

■jg^gjftggUjj  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 


HOPEGLADE  HOUSE 
19,  23  KINGSLAND  ROAD 

LONDON  E2  8AA 
Tel:  01-729  5501  (4  lines) 
Cables.1  SUNAMEK  LONDON;  Teiei'  '893903  AL AMI  C 


PLAN  TO 
IMPROVE 

YOUR 
TURNOVER 


We  design  and  fit 
your  pharmacy  to 
maximise  sales. 
Take  full  advantage 
of  latest  planning 

and  display 
techniques.  For 
prompt  and 
professional  service 
nationwide,  ring  061 
440  9237  for  free 
estimate. 

Retail  & 

Design,  4 
Mountfield  Road, 
BramhalSy 
Cheshire. 


Shoplifting 


c 


SHOPFITTERS  FOR 
THE  PHARMACY 


REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS, 
SHOPFRONTS,  ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE.  NPA 
&  NUMARK  APPROVED 
SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 
LUXLINE  LTD 

8  ,  UMMERCE  WAY,  I  EIGHTOIM  BUZZARD,. 
BEDS 

TEL:  0525  381356 


MYERS  PHARMACIES 

Specialist  interiors  for  pharmacies 
and  dispensaries. 


The  Myers  Formula 

takes  the  headache  out  of  refits. 

Myers  Pharmacies,  229  Green  Lane,  llford,  Essex  IC1 1XR 
Tel:  01-590  3575 


LEXDRUM 

0626  834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 
^"lil-Channle  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

0626  834077 


ll'ULKKvIlT 
DISPLAY 
SHELVING 


A  new  pharmacy  can 
be  yours  for  £18.33 
per  meek  (lease  rate) 
fitted  free 


Recommended  by 


NUMARK 


K.H.  WOODFORD  &  CO  LTD 
Ring  Now  0202  36272 


Professional 
Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Labels 


labUs 


mm 


0RALABEL 


Orange  Computers  Ltd, 
Ruskin  Chambers,  Dairy 
Lane,  Knutsford,  Cheshire 
WA16  6HA. 
Tel:  0565  53417. 
NEW  HIGH  SPEED 
SYSTEM  £897.50 

•  Epson  HX-20  Micro 

•  Buffered  RX-80  Printer 

•  Enhanced  program 

•  Option  of  wholesaler^ 
Link-up 

Oralabel  Program 

•  For  existing  (Only)/ 
HX-20  users 

BASIC  SYSTEM 
STILL  ONLY  £625  recommended 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


We  will  take  your  old  labeller  away 
and  replace  it  with  Ours! 


Do  you  have  a  labeller  that:— 


k  Is  too  slow? 

k  Doesn't  have  the  capacity  you  want? 

k  Doesn't  allow  for  changes  in  labelling  regulations? 

k  Can't  cope  with  new  drugs  and  cautions? 

*  Keeps  breaking  down? 

*■  Gets  no  maintenance  back-up  or  software 

updates  because  the  supplier  has  gone  bust? 
k  Won't  let  you  change  anything? 

*  Was  claimed  to  be  THE  BEST',  and  wasn't? 


We  can  offer  up  to  £500 


Due  to  our  wide  contacts  both  in  pharmacy  and  die  computer 
world,  we  can  now  offer  allowances  of  up  to  £500  for  your 
existing  equipment  (even  TYPEWRITERS! ).  If  you  are 
nterested  in  a  Richardson  BBC  system,  please  'phone  us,  tell  us 
what  system  you've  got  and  we  will  arrange  a  quotation. 


lohn  Richardson  Computers  ltd 


Rescue 


JOHN  RICHARDSON  COMPUTERS  LTD., 
Unit  337,  Walton  Summit,  Preston,  Lanes  PR5  8AR.    Tel:  0772  323763 

List  IVices  {UK  Mainland  nnly):  Electron  £995  MM.  Cassette  from  £1295  BBl  Ihx  from  £1795 
10%  rebate  on  Net  Price  to  NBA  members.  Lease  purchase  terms  available 


THE  BEST 
PERSON  FOR 
THE  JOB 


What  is  the  aim  of  an  appointments 
Advertisement? 

To  recruit  the  best  person  for  your 
vacancy. 

What  should  you  be  looking  at  when 
advertising  a  post  in  your  company? 
The  best  media  for  your  advertisement. 


Q.    How  do  you  find  the  best  media  for  your 

advertisement? 
A.    7.  By  looking  at  the  quality  of  the 
circulation. 
2.  By  looking  at  the  direction  of  the 
circulation. 


What  is  the  Chemist  &  Druggist  Classified 
Sections  telephone  number? 
0732  364422  Ext.  272. 


anna 


N.P.fl.  RECOMMENDED 


THE  COMPUTER  LABELLING  COMPANY  THAT  GIVES  YOU.. 


The  superb  budget  priced  'SYSTEM  500'  at  only 
£595.00 

The  highly  acclaimed,  top  of  the  range  'SYSTEM 
700' at  £895.00 

14  day  free  trial  or  demonstration  (with  no 
obligation) 

First  rate  after  sales  service 
tqbel  printing  service  from  Park  Printing 
'All  prices  are  exclusive  of  VAT.  and  include  N.P.A.  1 0% 
rebate 

All  systems  are  N.P.A.  recommended  and  backed  by  Park 
Systems  optional  24hr  service  contract. 


Contact  David  Coleman, 
or  Mike  Sprince,  M.P.S. 
PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD. 
17-19  Gateoyne  Stmt, 
Liverpool  L3  6BS. 
Telephone: 
051-236  9438 


Property  for  Sale 


HIGHLY  SUCCESSFUL 

Long  established  pharmacy  BPA. 
Prominent  corner  main  road  position  in  SE 
London. 

Turnover  £125,000pa.  with  expansion 
potential.  A  new  lease  of  £7,500pa.  To 
include  shop  at  £3,600,  plus  self  contained 

flat.  Now  let  with  present  income  of 
£3,900pa.  ideal  for  owner  manager,  G/F/F 
£37,000  plus  SAV.  * 

Telephone:  01-764  1501. 
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PEOPLE 


Drug  editor's 
phone  tapped? 

Dr  Joe  Collier,  a  deputy  editor  of  the 
Drug  &  Therapeutics  Bulletin, 
believes  his  home  telephone  was 
being  tapped  in  the  Spring  of  1980. 

Dr  Collier  had  been  in  conversation  on 
the  phone  when  he  and  his  companion 
noticed  voices  beneath  their  own.  At  first 
they  thought  they  had  a  crossed  line,  but 
after  a  few  seconds  they  realised  they  were 
listening  to  their  own  conversation  of  a 
moment  ago.  The  recording  stopped  after 
a  little  while,  only  to  reappear  later  in  the 
call. 

"Bugging  is  the  only  explanation  as  far 
as  I  can  see"  says  Dr  Collier.  "You  can't 
draw  any  conclusions  from  just  noises  on 
the  line  or  misdirected  calls,  but  hearing 
your  conversation  played  back  is  always 
supposed  to  be  the  key  thing." 

Dr  Collier  was  prompted  to  make  the 
matter  public  by  the  recent  banned 
Channel  4  documentary  which  alleges 
prominent  trade  unionists,  members  of  the 
Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarmament,  and 
the  National  Council  for  Civil  Liberties 
have  been  targets  for  MI5  bugging. 

Dr  Collier  can  think  of  no  reason  why 
his  calls  should  be  tapped.  "I  suppose  you 
could  say  I'm  outspoken,  but  I  don't  think 
I'm  that  dangerous"  he  says. 

The  law  restricts  official  phone  tapping 
to  matters  affecting  national  security  or 
involving  subversion.  Subversion  is 
defined  as  an  action  threatening  the  well- 
being  or  the  safety  of  the  State,  and 
designed  to  undermine  or  overthrow 
Parliamentary  democracy. 

Only  thiee  bodies  are  allowed  to  tap 
telephones;  the  police,  Customs  &  Excise, 
and  the  security  services.  Specific 
permission  in  each  case  is  required  from 
the  Home  Secretary. 

The  Home  Office  will  "neither  confirm 
nor  deny"  tapping  in  individual  cases  such 
as  Dr  Collier's. 

A  British  Telecom  spokesman  told 
C&D  he  knew  of  no  natural  or  technical 
phenomenon  which  could  account  for  Dr 
Collier's  experience. 


One  of  the  last  duties  Arthur  Trotman  (left) 
performed  before  retiring  from  ICML  and 
Numark,  was  to  present  Bob  Burgess  of 
Undercover  Products  with  a  bottle  of 
champagne  to  welcome  him  into  the 
Numark  millionaires  club.  The  company 
probably  became  a  member  of  the  club  in 
record  time 


Keith  Ackroyd,  managing  director  of  Boots'  retail  division,  has  just  presented  the  1984  Boots 
Prizes,  awarded  annually  to  an  outstanding  student  at  each  of  the  UK's  17  schools  of 
pharmacy.  Mr  Ackroyd  is  shown  here  with  the  lucky  winners,  who  collected  their  awards  at 
the  company's  Nottingham  HQ 


Sunderland  prof 
off  to  Tanzania 

When  Professor  Malcolm  Hooper 
flies  out  to  Dar-es-Salam  next 
month,  he  will  be  reinforcing 
Sunderland  Polytechnic's  research 
links  with  Tanzania  on  new  drugs 
for  the  treatment  of  sleeping 
sickness. 

Professor  Hooper  is  professor  of 
medicinal  chemistry  at  the  faculty  of 
pharmaceutical  sciences  at  Sunderland 
Polytechnic  which  is  researching  new 
drugs  with  staff  in  the  pharmacy 
department  at  the  Muhimbili  Medical 


Centre.  Many  of  these  links  were 
developed  on  Professor  Hooper's  last  visit 
in  1982. 

An  important  aspect  of  the  joint 
research  project  is  that  it  enables  Third 
World  scientists  to  work  in  one  of  Britain's 
foremost  pharmaceutical  chemistry 
research  departments.  At  the  moment  Mr 
Ambrose  Haule  is  working  on  this 
programme  in  the  department  of 
pharmaceutical  chemistry,  on  a  two-year 
fellowship  sponsored  by  the  Overseas 
Development  Administration. 

During  his  3  week  visit  Professor 
Hooper  will  also  be  acting  as  external 
examiner  to  the  department  of  pharmacy 
in  the  faculty  of  medicine  at  the  Muhimbili 
Medical  Centre. 


E.A.  Kay  gets 
UKCPA  OK 

Hospital  pharmacist  Mrs  Elizabeth 
A.  Kay  has  won  the  UKCPA  clinical 
pharmacy  award  for  1985. 

Mrs  Kay,  staff  pharmacist,  Hope 
Hospital,  Salford,  with  a  joint  appointment 
at  Manchester  University,  is  to  study  the 
use  of  non-prescribed  anti-inflammatory 
drugs  in  the  community.  The  award  is  to 
enable  practice  research  to  be  done  in 
primary  care,  says  the  United  Kingdom 
Clinical  Pharmacy  Association. 


Q  A  May  &  Baker  professorship  of 
psychiatry  has  been  created  at  the  Oxford 
Institute  and  Postgraduate  Fellowship  of 
Psychiatry  in  recognition  of  the  company's 
contribution  to  psychiatric  practice.  And 
the  company  recently  endowed  the 
Tilleard-Cole  Fellowship  at  Worcester 
College,  Oxford,  in  celebration  of  its 
150th  anniversary. 


Lambert  leaflet 

Warner-Lambert  have  produced  a 
booklet  for  health  professionals 
detailing  the  company's  self- 
medication  and  family  planning 
products. 

Entitled  "Warner-Lambert  Health  Care 
—  the  name  people  feel  better  with,"  the 
brochure  covers  Benylin,  Sinutab, 
Veganin,  Caladryl,  Anusol,  Oraldene, 
Listerine,  Metatone  and  Lifestyles. 

The  booklet  is  available  free  from 
Elizabeth  West,  Medical  promotions 
manager,  Warner-Lambert  Health  Care, 
Mitchell  House,  Southampton  Road, 
Eastleigh,  Hampshire  SOS  5BY. 


Typesetting  and  graphic  by  Magset  Lid,  Sidcup,  Kent  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd.  Whitstable,  Kent.  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge,  Kent  TN9  1RW 
Registered  at  the  Post  Otlice  as  a  Newspaper  20/20/ 32s  Contents  >S  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1985  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  ot  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical 
photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  ol  Benn  Publications 
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These  days,  it  pays 
to  stock  an  alternative. 


There  is  a  rapidly  growing  interest  in  alternative  medicines. 

That's  why  Grangewood  invest  so  heavily  throughout  the 
year  in  national  newspaper  advertising,  featuring  all  the  top 
selling  Fleet  Street  newspapers  and  women's  magazines. 

Grangewood  Herbal  Remedies  are  licenced  medicines 
offering  effective  relief  to  a  number  j| 
of  conditions  associated  with 

sleeplessness,  tenseness,  catarrh,       jjjjlftif ?  J*  I*  "■ ■  '""^ 

hayfever  and  six  other  minor 
ailments. 

As  you  can  see,  the  range  is 
very  crisply  presented. 

r  J  r  i       .....   (  .  „„,„,.     ,  Meifcil 

So  offer  your  customers        j|       m.  j| 
the  real  alternative: 

Grangewood  Herbal  Remedies.         .  £_? 

GRANGEWOOD 

Old-fashioned  remedies,  bang  up-to-date. 

For  details  contact  your  English  Grams  representative,  or  call  (0283 )  221616  or 
write  to  Grangewood,  E  G  Marketing.  Swains  Park  Industrial  Estale  Park  Road 
Overseal,  Burtnn-nn-frenL  Staffordshire  DE12  fiJT 


DON'T 

VAT 

THE 
PRESS 

There  are  strong  reasons  to  believe  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  planning  to 
impose  VAT  on  your  magazine. 
Such  a  move  would  turn  the  clock  back  130 
years  —  the  last  tax  on  newspapers  and 
journals  was  repealed  in  1855.  Since  then  'No 
tax  on  knowledge'  has  been  a  principle 
agreed  by  all  Governments,  even  in  the  darkest 
days  of  war. 

A  free  Press  is  a  tax-free  Press. 

No  Government  should  be  given  the  power  to 

impose  financial  pressure  on  a  Press  it  may 

Tell  your  MP  to  say  'NO'  to  any  tax  on  reading. 


Issued  by  the  Periodical  Publishers  Association.  Lortdon 


 HALAS  

Pharmaceuticals 

The  pick  of  the 
contract  manufacturers 

When  you  choose  Halas  you  can  be  assured  that  your 
product  will  be  handled  with  the  utmost  care  and  interest 
So  contact  us  for  own  label'  and  own  product' 
manufacture.  We  offer  the  highest  standards  and  a 
complete  confidential  service. 

creams 


All  enquiries  please  to  Mrs  Joan  Stubley 
Halas  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 

Thorp  Arch  Trading  Estate,  Wetherby,  Yorkshire 
Tel:  Boston  Spa  (0937)  842695 

J^jfJl  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  William  Ransom  &  Son  pic  ^ 
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WHATS  SO  SPECIAL  V 
ABOUT  THESE  PRODUCTS? 


TRADE 

TRADE 

PRODUCT 

PACK 

PRICE 

PRODUCT 

PACK 

PRICE 

ALLOPURINOL  BP  300mg 

28 

£5.50 

METRONIDAZOLE  BP  200mg 

£16.73 

AMPICILLIN  FORTE  MIXTURE  BPC  250g 

100ml 

£1.15 

SALBUTAMOL  BP2mg 

500 

£4.61 

AZATHIOPRINE  BP 

100 

£35.10 

SALBUTAMOL  BP  4mg 

500 

£8.81 

CO-TRIMOXAZOLE  BP  400/80mg 

250 

£14.00 

SALBUTAMOL  INHALER  100mcg 

200 
DOSE 

30 
250 
30 

100 
500 

£2.18 

FLUCLOXACILl  IN  CAPSULES  BP  250mg 
FLUCLOXACILLIN  CAPSULES  BP  500mg 

FRUSEMIDE  TABLETS  BP  500mg 

100 
100 

100 

£16.48 
£33.52 

£29.59 

TAMOXIFEN  BP  10mg 
TAMOXIFEN  BP  10mg 
TAMOXIFEN  BP  20mg 

TEMAZEPAM  CAPSULES  10mg 
TEMAZEPAM  CAPSULES  10mg 

£7.53 
£59.39 
£11.78 

£3.99 
£16.62 

HYDRALAZINE  HCI  BP  25mg 

100 

£1.56 

TEMAZEPAM  CAPSULES  20mg 

50 

£3.39 

HYDRALAZINE  HCI  BP  50mg 

100 

£3.06 

TEMAZEPAM  CAPSULES  20mg 

250 

£13.30 

LORAZEPAM  1  mg 

100 

£1.87 

£4.46 

LORAZEPAM  2  5mg 

100 

£2.93 

VERAPAMIL  BP  80mg 

£8.90 

METOCLOPRAMIDE  BP  10mg 

500 

£24.25 

Well  not  only  will  they  be  added  to  the  drug 
tariff  on  April  1st  BUT  they  are  also  ALL 
available  NOW  from  Cox  Pharmaceuticals. 


PRODUCT 

PACK 

AMILORIDE  BP  5mg 

100 

CARBAMAZEPINE  BP  100mg 

100 

£2.76 

CARBAMAZEPINE  BP  100mg 

500 

£13.25 

CARBAMAZEPINE  BP  200mg 

100 

£5.11 

CARBAMAZEPINE  BP  200mg 

500 

£24.63 

CARBAMAZEPINE  BP  400mg 

100 

£10.05 

PACK 

TRADE 
PRICE 

CLOXACILLI 

i  L-APSULES  3P 

250mg 
500mg 

100 
100 

£17.84 
£35.68 

METFORMIh 

BP850mg 

300 

£10.80 

VERAPAMIL 

BP  120mg 

100 

Special  Promotional  Prices  are  available  for  these  Products  during  March. 


MAKE  SURE  YOU  ORDER  SUFFICIENT  QUANTITIES  FROM  YOUR  LOCAL 
REPRESENTATIVE  OR  PHONE  COX  PHARMACEUTICALS  DIRECT  ON  0271-75001. 


Whiddon  Valley.  Barnstaple,  Devon  EX32  8 IMS.  Telephone:  {0271)  75001. 


